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President’s Message
Having just celebrated Purim and preparing for 
Pesach, I am reminded of the important role 
of women in our Jewish festivals. We have just 
read the story of Esther and her brave stand 
to save her people from destruction. In each 
rereading of the Exodus story from a feminist 
perspective I am struck by the vital role of the 
women. The Talmud tells us that the Jewish 
people were redeemed from Egypt in the merit 
of the righteous women, who were a source of 
hope and inspiration to the Jewish men and who 
ensured the continuity of their people.

I cannot imagine our homes being ready and the 
Seders taking place without the women’s tireless 
efforts. Although Pesach is so much work it is 
still my favourite chag. Perhaps it is because I 
have such fond memories of Seders when I was 
young. Our celebrations of Jewish festivals have 
such a strong intergenerational element to them 
and on Pesach we are actually commanded to 
tell our children the story so they will know we 
were once slaves and now we are free.

However, we must remember that not all of us 
are free. We have just celebrated International 

Rousseau famously wrote that “man is born free but is everywhere in chains”. His concern was with the problem of how it was possible for 
those born with free will to accept the inevitable subjugation of the state; whether it is possible to be free within socially constructed hierarchies 
of power. As Pesach approaches, it is timely to consider how gender and gender stereotyping impose chains on women – within Judaism and 
within the broader community. In this issue we explore several ways women’s freedom is limited – from being rendered invisible, to the focus on 
the body, to limits on access to education, to more overt limitations such as agunot and trafficking. We hope that by giving voice to these issues 
we will aid the process of challenging limitations imposed by virtue of gender.

Women’s Day, a time to rejoice about how far we 
women have come, but also a time to consider 
how much more there is to do. We cannot sit 
back and think we have made it. Pesach is the 
festival of freedom. Let us remember those who 
are not free, who live under terrible oppression 
and whose plight must not be forgotten.

Some of us are soon to travel to the International 
Council of Jewish Women Convention in 
Prague. There we will join with Jewish women 
from around the world to discuss our work 
and what our priorities will be for the next four 
years. I will also be taking part in an interfaith 
Journey to Jerusalem before I return home, 
a truly remarkable opportunity to experience 
interfaith dialogue within the Old City. I am sure 
I will return to Australia with renewed vigour and 
commitment to the work of NCJWA. 

May the deeds of our foremothers always be an 
inspiration to us in our vital work.

I wish you and your families Chag Pesach kasher 
v’sameach.

Di Hirsh OAM
Di Hirsh OAM

THEME: GENDER & THE LIMITATIONS ON FREEDOM

The Pesach story contains the tales of 
many heroic women, women without 
whom the Exodus could not have 
happened, yet when we read the 
Haggadah, when we think about the story 
of our Exodus from Egypt we immediately 
think of Moses, Aaron and Pharaoh. We 
ask why it is and how it could be that 
Moses is not mentioned in the Haggadah 
after all that he did for us. Yet how often 
do we ask about where are the women in 
the story? 

Why do we not ask about them? Because 
it is natural that they are invisible, it seems 
normal and right that their stories are 
hidden between the words, that they are 
the white space between the letters of 
our text. We are told in the midrash that 
it is because of the righteous women that 
we were redeemed from Egypt and yet 
the righteous women are a single mass 

of people to whom we pay lip service and 
very little more. So this Pesach I want to 
lift the veil on the Exodus, and pay honour 
and tribute to the women of the Exodus, 
who saved our people and enabled us to 
be free.

First, Shifra and Puah, the career 
women, the ones who had to go outside 
their homes to work and they dedicated 
their lives to the people they served. The 
Pharaoh commanded them to throw the 
Jewish babies into the Nile, to kill them, 
but they refused to do so. They stood 
their ground against the highest authority 
in the land. They resisted his power and 
his might; they followed their hearts and 
did what they felt was right and just. They 
placed themselves and their families at 
risk, they refused to follow orders and with 
each life they saved, they saved the world. 

Continued page 3

WOMEN & THE PESACH STORY
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The state of the environment is a concern for everybody and we all want 
our children and grandchildren to live in a world as safe and pleasant 
as the one we enjoy today. Every little thing we do to save water, waste 
and energy and keep air, sea and land pollution to a minimum makes a 
difference.

I have just been sent a copy of Shavu’a Tov: good week, sustainable 
week, a booklet published in 2011 in Victoria by the Jewish Ecological 
Coalition Inc. For those of you who, like myself, had not seen it before, 
I offer a short review and am pleased to say that the booklet can be 
accessed online from the website www.jeco.com.au.

Each day deals with a topic, headed as follows: Energy, Water, Transport, 
Waste, Purchase and the 4Rs – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rethink. The 
seventh day, the Sabbath, is for rest and reflection. 

The advice in this little booklet is simple, easy to follow and makes sense. 
Suggestions include switching off appliances at the wall rather than 
leaving them on stand-by; using a refillable bottle instead of buying bottled 
water; using both sides of a piece of paper; buying food in season that is 
locally grown; and minimising car travel. We come face to face with our 
thoughtlessness when we read in its pages that Australians use over four 
billion plastic supermarket bags in a year and throw away $5 billion worth 
of food.

Many suggestions in the booklet are things that we do already, but it is well 
worth being reminded to reduce our ecological footprint as much as we 
can. 

Finally, the words of Jewish wisdom in its pages are very relevant to 
our day and are to be savoured. If you were one of the readers of the 
Australian Jewish News who received the booklet in 2011, it is time to 
re-read it.

Jeannette Tsoulos 
Environment Chair

 www.jeco.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Shavua-Tov.pdf.

Wishing you all a  
wonderful Pesach! 
Melinda Jones  
& Andrea Cooper

Environment
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Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio

WOMEN & THE PESACH STORY continued from front cover

Their resistance was not secret, 
they were called before Pharaoh, he 
challenged them: “why are these babies 
still alive, why are they not all dead?” 
Brave and courageous, Shifra and Puah 
did not collapse under the pressure, 
they did not seek to save themselves 
and put others at risk, they thought 
quickly and answered. Imagine what 
it took to do that. These women were 
not ministers, not officials, not advisors, 
they were not royalty, they were not 
even in a highly prized profession. 
They were midwives who worked 
with women, and yet they defied the 
greatest authority of their time, a god in 
human form; they stood firm and strong 
and refused to do what they believed 
was wrong. They saved lives and souls, 
they saved the children who would 
grow to be free, to form a new society 
and a new world. 

Then there was Yochevet, the wife of 
Amram, Moses’ mother. She gave birth 
to her boy, she held him in her arms, 
she nurtured, saved and protected 
him. She, like so many Jewish women 
after her, hid her child in a cupboard, 
she muffled his cries, she did all that 
she could to save him, but slowly the 
realisation dawned upon her that she 
could protect him no more. The best 
way to love him was to give him away, 
to send him far from her home in the 
hope that he could find a better life. 

How many women have had to make 
this choice, how many women have 
held their child in their arms knowing 
that the best gift they could give is to 
find another parent, one with more 
means, ability to care, one who can 
give them safety, protection, well being 
and life? So many women have had 

to make and live with this decision - to 
give up a child is a courageous and 
brave act. And Yochevet, along with 
so many others who have made that 
decision, suffer in silence. They grieve 
behind closed doors, yearning and 
longing every day for the child they 
have lost. Brave, courageous Yochevet, 
saving a nation with one act, making 
the most difficult choice so that her son 
had a future, holding her grief inside, a 
gaping wound bleeding into her heart.

Then there is Pharaoh’s daughter, 
the nameless hero who was bathing 
with her attendants; a woman from a 
background of privilege yet different 
from those around her. She was 
a woman in the court of Pharaoh. 
Although she was a princess, she was 
childless and unmarried. She stood 
on the banks of the Nile that day in 
one of those defining moments of life. 
She could have ignored the cry of the 
baby, she could have turned her back, 
justified it, gone on with her life, but 
instead she went to investigate. She 
saw the baby in the basket and knew 
immediately that it was a Hebrew child, 
the very children her father had decreed 
should die. 

What was she to do? She saw the 
small, helpless child and she knew that 
she would be a single mother, raising 
him alone. But she had the resources 
of the palace at her disposal, she 
could give him a better life than with 
his family, she could give him life. She 
took the baby in her arms and named 
him Moses. She was his mother, 
not his birth mother but his adopted 
mother. Why she risked everything 
for the child who was born of a slave 
people, barely human in her culture’s 
eyes, we will never know. Her voice is 
lost in the pages of time and all that 
is left is a whisper as she says his 
name, Moses. Without her bravery and 
compassion there would be no Moses, 
no redemption and no freedom. 

And then there is Miriam, Moses’ 
sister, the one who watches from the 
cover of the bulrushes to see that her 
brother is safe. It is she who bravely 
suggests to the Pharaoh’s daughter 
that Moses be weaned by her mother 
Yochevet and it is Miriam who leads 
our people in song when we reach the 
shores of freedom’s sea. Miriam, the 
single woman, never married, childless, 
in her society an invisible presence, a 

person who is shamed for she does not 
fit the mold. 

Yet we read about her standing at the 
shores of the sea after witnessing the 
miracle singing out loud. Her brother 
starts, “I will sing a song to God,” but 
Miriam says “Let us all sing to God,” 
she reaches out to the people, she 
includes and embraces everybody. The 
least powerful woman in the community 
is the one who brings everyone under 
the shelter of God’s wings. She touches 
all with her warmth and compassion, 
she leads, guides and nurtures. Her 
bravery involves standing before the 
community, being proud of who she 
is, and reaching out to help all, just like 
the pharaoh’s daughter and Shifra and 
Puah before her.

These women changed the course 
of history. Without them there would 
have been no Moses, no Exodus and 
no freedom. Their silent voices scream 
to us from the pages of our texts, they 
call out to us to look around and see 
the people like them, the ones who 
perform daily acts of heroism, fighting 
against injustice and oppression making 
a difference. With their seemingly small 
acts of defiance they are changing the 
world. 

There are so many like these women 
who are silenced, pushed to the 
corners of our synagogues and 
communities because they do not fit the 
mold. Like Miriam, we need to embrace 
each and every one and ensure that 
their voices are heard, their stories are 
told and we are all brought under God’s 
embrace. 

The women of the Exodus story remind 
us of the power of one, the ability each 
of us has, no matter who we are, to 
change the lives of others, and it does 
not take much. Around us there is 
suffering and injustice, there is hatred 
and violence, there are tyrants who 
continue to oppress and enslave the 
innocent and we can be like those 
women, we can stand up and say no! 
We can work quietly behind the scenes, 
slowly chipping away at the injustice 
and hatred.  

Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio 

There are some people who add a cup of water to their Pesach tables in honour of Miriam. It is said that during the desert wanderings a 
well followed the people and provided them with water in honour of Miriam and her goodness. I would like us to expand upon that and 
see the glass of water on our seder tables as a tribute to all the women in the Pesach story, the heroines who have, for too long, been 
pushed out of the pages of our haggadot. 

We can see that glass of water as the impetus to look around our communities, to see the desert women of our time, the unsung heroes, 
the people who are unacknowledged for their daily acts of heroism, just being different from the perceived norm, being true to themselves, 
being who we are. Slowly these people are changing the world and we are too. May we find nobody in the shadows of our communities 
and instead embrace everyone and sing together a song to God, a song of harmony, justice and freedom. 

Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio is the Senior Associate 
Rabbi at Emanuel Synagogue in Sydney. When 
she was ordained in 1998, she became the third 
Australian born woman to be ordained a rabbi 
and was Emanuel Synagogue’s first female Rabbi.



We planned that this year’s Model Seder would be both an interfaith 
and intergenerational experience. We invited Jewish girls in their 
Bat Mitzvah year, to be accompanied by their mothers or another 
significant female in their lives. We also invited girls of a similar age-of 
other faiths together with their mothers or another significant female 
in their lives.

Our partner for the evening was Jewish Aid Australia and we also 
received funding from the Victorian Multicultural Commission.

The format of the Model Seder followed the broad format of a 
traditional Seder, in that there was a first part, then a light (unlike a 
traditional Seder!) meal incorporating some traditional Pesach foods 
and then a second half.

In the Model Haggadah I created, there were some readings 
taken directly from the Haggadah, some abridged readings and 
various explanations, quotations and texts intended to lead to lively 
discussions amongst the participants.

It is hoped that everyone had an  
enjoyable and informative evening.

Frances Prince 
Jewish Educator, Model Seder  
Facilitator & MC

This year was the seventh Interfaith Model Women’s Seder 
hosted by NCJWA. In past years, the participants have 
been adult women from many different faith traditions. 
These have included Moslem, Bahai, Hindu, Buddhist and 
Christian (of various denominations) women.

In thinking about a possible new direction for the Model 
Seder this year, Di Hirsh, Annette Sweet and I arrived 
at the conclusion that perhaps we could aim for a new 
target audience. The inspiration for our thinking came from 
NCJWA’s involvement in UJEB’s new year-long Bat Mitzvah 
program.

Former NCJWA South Australia President, 
Helene Young passed away in December 
2013 at the age of 88. 

Helene lead our South Australian Section 
from 1989 to 1993 contributing greatly to 
Council and the local community.

In her eulogy daughter Annette spoke of 
her mother’s early years growing up in the 
Marais district of Paris, then a vibrant Jewish 
neighbourhood. According to Annette, 
Helene was not one to talk about her 
survival and those she lost in the Holocaust, 
saying “survival is the best revenge”.

Malvina Malinek OAM, past 
National President recalls “I 
think that she was probably 
a bit too intellectual for the 
then membership, but I also 
think that she enjoyed her 
term in office. 

The South Australia Section 
of NCJWA was quite active 
during her time. Of course 
her political views were often 
at odds with those of the 
communal leadership of 
 the day. 

She was very passionate 
particularly on issues 
dealing with Holocaust 
remembrance, racism, 
religious problems or Zionist 
activities,- so I remember 
having to mediate on a 
couple of occasions,- 
nothing major, just her 
forthright expressions of her 
differences of opinion,- all in 
that charming French accent 
of hers of course!”

Such passionate, strong 
women are always welcome 
in Council - Helene’s legacy 
will live on.

NCJWA celebrating 90 years, proudly supported by Pullman Learning Group Better Learning Outcomes

NCJWA Interfaith Model Women’s Seder 2014

Participants at the Interfaith Model Seder 2014

Helene Young with her daughter Annette

VALE Helene Young



My Body Is Not Just An Object In Your Landscape
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A religious girls’ high school in 
Jerusalem came out with a new rule: 
discussions about girls’ clothing choices 
could no longer occupy more than 
twenty minutes out of every hour of 
staff meeting time. It makes you wonder 
how much time some Jewish educators 
spend talking about students’ dress. 
This is a question not just for Orthodox 
schools but for Jewish schools across 
the spectrum. 

Certainly the Orthodox community has its 
own particular obsession with girls’ dress. 
In the Orthodox world, girls’ so-called 
‘modesty’ – a code-word that has nothing 
to do with actual humility, but simply refers 
to the length of skirts, sleeves and necklines 
– has become the ubiquitous missive for 
almost all things deemed religious.  Girls 
receive the unequivocal message that to be 
religious means to cover the body.

It’s a message that comes across loud and 
clear to the students. Indeed, many girls 
have a hard time answering the question, 
“How religious are you?” or “What do you 
feel about Torah observance?” without 
going directly into discussions about their 
skirts and sleeves. Even among boys, 
questions about their religious identity are 
often answered with responses such as, “I 
would like my wife to cover her hair when I 
get married”, as if to say the head-covering 
choices of the future imagined spouse are an 
adequate description of a boy’s connection 
to God and Torah.

It’s not just Orthodox educators, however, 
who risk expending disproportionate time 
and energy on students’ appearance. I’ve 
been to many staff meetings that featured 

prolonged discussions about the 
perceived horror of students’ lax 
attention to uniform rules. Teachers 
will complain about how much time is 
wasted in class getting their students 
to tidy up their appearance. Educators 
will complain that it’s impossible to 
teach students who are so unkempt 
and irreverent, as if that untucked shirt 
says everything about character.

I believe what these stories have in 
common is a misguided notion that 
education is first and foremost about 
control – an attempt to control the 
school environment by controlling 
students’ bodies. I understand why 
control is valued. When you are given 
the task of managing a thousand or 
so children, or when you are given 
56 minutes to teach 27 children five 
pages of text five or seven times in 
a row each day, control can be key 
to maintaining one’s own sanity and 
getting through your task list for the 
day.

But this is not really education, is it? 
Do we really want students who are 
more committed to obedience than 
to free-thinking and independent 
creativity? In our post-Holocaust world, 
this question should give us all pause. 

Furthermore, there is something 
deeply troubling about the language 
of body-control that characterizes 
these discussions. In the religious 
world, control over the female body is 
about maintaining a certain perception 
of sexual purity: as if girls cover their 
bodies in a certain way, they will not 
engage in behavior with the opposite 
sex; and this makes girls ‘religious’. 

There are many holes in that line of 
thinking, the first of which is that there 
is no immutable connection between 
clothing choices and sexuality. We 
need to recognize that girls’ and 
women’s clothing choices often have 
nothing to do with their sexual choices 
and have much more to do with 
fashion tastes and comfort. (Although 
perhaps in our society at large, 
women’s comfort often takes a back 
seat to fashion expectations, which is 
a whole other set of problems.) 

Meanwhile, the entire rationale 
merely reinforces the connection 
between religious identity and external 
appearance rather than promote 
religiousness as a function of person’s 
approach to Godliness, compassion 
and relationships with other human 
beings.

Significantly, the language of female 
body control often has more to do 
with men’s presumed needs than 
with women’s and girls’ needs. This 
unfortunately spreading thought – that 
is, that a (heterosexual) man who 
wants to live in a world in which there 
are no sexual ‘distractions’ should 
demand all females to adhere to 
extreme body cover – is, as we all 
know, causing tremendous grief to 
women everywhere who are asked 
to hide behind partitions, walk on the 
other side of the road, switch seats on 
airplanes, and more. Women and girls 
are increasingly being asked to adjust 
our own bodies in order to create 
a landscape for men that is free of 
apparitions of the female body.

At the risk of stating the obvious, 
I would just like to point out that 
my body is not merely an object in 
someone else’s landscape. It is just my 
body, the one that enables me to move 
and breathe and think and eat and run 
and function in my life. 

From my perspective, I would rather 
see girls wearing shorts and t-shirts 
volunteering in an aged-care facility, 
than see girls wearing long skirts and 
sleeves hanging around the mall. Our 
bodies are here to facilitate our lives as 
we try to do good things in the world.  

Perhaps Jewish educators should be 
rethinking the emphasis on body-
control. If we want to educate for care 
and compassion, for an awareness 
of the world around us and the needs 
of the other, then the obsession with 
students’ appearance is not only 
distracting but detrimental. We need 
a different model. When we believe in 
our children and our students, when 
we trust them as human beings with 
open hearts and minds, when we 
allow ourselves to let go of the need to 
control their bodies and instead make 
space for them to grow as people, 
that’s when the real process of Jewish 
education can take place. 

Dr Elana Sztokman, former Education 
Director of JNF Australia and lecturer at the 
Florence Melton Mini-School in Melbourne, is 
an award-winning author and feminist activist. 
This essay is based on her book, Educating in 
the Divine Image: Gender Issues in Orthodox 
Jewish Day Schools (with Chaya Gorsetman), 
published last year by the Hadassah Brandeis 
Institute, which won the 2013 National Jewish 
Book Council Award. Her next book, The War 
on Women in Israel: How Religious Radicalism 
is Stifling the Voice of a Nation, will be 
published in September by Sourcebooks. She 
currently lives in Modi’in, Israel.

 Dr Elana Sztokman
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 The Haifa Rape Crisis Center (HRCC) and the National Council of Jewish Women of 
Australia have been partners in empowering youth at risk since January 2004.  Such a long 
term partnership is very rare. Many philanthropic organizations will support a project for one 
year only.  The basis of our long term partnership is founded in our mutual understanding of 
the problems facing girls and women and their solutions.  For example, the NCJWA Pesach 

Bulletin theme of gender stereotyping and limiting women’s freedom perfectly matches 
one of the foci of the Haifa Rape Crisis Center’s empowerment workshops with youth at 
risk.  In the workshop curriculum we call it: “To be a girl and to be a boy”.  In this part of 
the workshops the HRCC explores what is expected of girls and what is expected of 
boys? What do I expect of myself? How do social expectations affect my behavior as a 
girl, as a boy? Do we want to change it, and if we do, how? What will we gain? What 
will we lose? One’s upbringing, the media, the difference in how children are treated 
from day one based on their gender subliminally influences how we see ourselves and 

others, how we thing, feel and act.  

The goal of the workshops is to make gender stereotypes conscious so that the youth can gain control over them and 
make decisions based on what they want, not based on society’s rules and expectations.  This is part of their becoming more 
assertive in their relationships and improving interpersonal communication all with the goal of promoting mutually respectful 
relationships and minimizing the opportunity for sexual harassment and abuse. This is just one way that the HRCC and the 
NCJWA work together to make a difference in the lives of girls and women. 

Dr. Shira Sanders, Resource Coordinator 
Haifa Rape Crisis Center

STOP THE TRAFFIK, which leads a coalition of NGOs 
including NCJWA dedicated to the elimination of human 
trafficking, welcomes the announcement by Haigh’s 
Chocolates that its entire Easter range will be certified with 
UTZ certification. Haigh’s becomes the first Australian-owned 
bean-to-bar chocolate manufacturer to achieve international 
UTZ certification for ethically and sustainably farmed cocoa 
beans, which includes a zero-tolerance policy towards 
trafficked child labour. This sets a new standard of excellence 
in the chocolate industry. Haigh chocolate now ensures that 
there are no ‘secret’ ingredients such as worst forms of child 
labour and human trafficking in their products.

Recognising the role of STOP THE TRAFFIK and community 
and religious groups in encouraging them in pursuing 
certification, Haighs invited their representatives to the 
Adelaide launch on 18 March. Rabbi Shoshana Kaminsky 
attended representing ICJW.

STOP THE TRAFFIK Australia coordinator Carolyn Kitto (left) 
with Rabbi Shoshana Kaminsky

Dr Michelle Kotzman was recently named as Chiropractor of the Year by the Chiropractors Association 
of Australia (Vic Branch) for her tireless volunteer service to the Chiropractors Association for over 
a decade.  She said, “I was surprised and honoured to receive this award.  I consider myself to 
be traditional and the values I learnt at Mount Scopus are part of my essential being.  Helping my 
patients and contributing back to my profession I see as Tikkun Olam.” Michelle has also supported 
NCJWA for many years and her support for the Bulletin is particularly appreciated. 

Congratulations Dr Michelle Kotzman

TEN YEARS OF PARTNERSHIP WITH HRCC

Youmight be interest in watching these relevant videos: 
5 Minutes Of What Media Actually Does for Women 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5oyGGwjPbLw

Gender Stereotypes Within Disney Movies 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8xAbAeZ-Gog

A Step Towards Ending Slavery



Last November I became a mother of 
our gorgeous little girl, Rosie. 

Rosie did not begin life with the 
elaborate celebrations of a bris but with 
the muted naming ceremony allowed 
to Jewish girls - which neither I nor 
she attended. A naming ceremony 
goes some way towards recognising 
the birth of a girl, but compared to a 
bris, it still sets girls and boys on an 
unequal footing from their first days 
on the planet!  The same inequities 
will be repeated when Rosie has her 
Bat Mitzvah, a small recognition of the 
coming of age for a girl compared to a 
Bar Mitzvah.  

Having a child has inspired me to try to 
make the world a better place for my 
daughter to grow up in by becoming 
aware of a range of issues. I hope that I 
can protect her and educate her about 
the world we live in, when the time 
comes. 

Of particular concern to me is the 
entrenched sexism in our society 
and the limitations it places on girls 
and women; girls are raised to have 
such limited expectations of who they 
are and who they can become. For 
example, the film ‘MisRepresentation’ 
(which I highly recommend) says that in 
America, the same number of seven-
year old boys and girls want to be 
President when they grow up, but by 
the age of 15, most girls have dropped 
this ambition. This is largely because 
leadership qualities are perceived as 
masculine and therefore not suitable for 
women. Women in politics are subject 
to greater public scrutiny and criticism, 
particularly in terms of their appearance.

While males and females are biologically 
different, it is also evident that boys and 
girls are stereotyped and socialised to 
be different as soon as they enter the 
world. Marketing has a large part to 
play; cars for boys, dolls for girls, blue 
for boys, pink for girls, superheros for 
boys, princesses for girls, activities for 
boys, looking pretty for girls, aggression 
for boys, passivity for girls. Just have 
a look at Disney cartoons, and you 
will see the same narrow role models 
repeated for girls and boys over and 
over again. 

Not wanting to dress Rosie mainly in 
pink, I have found there is not much 
else available. On several occasions 
when Rosie was dressed in blue or 
green, strangers thought she was a 
boy, even when her blue outfit was a 
dress! Colour coding for gender has 
become so entrenched, yet  historically, 
blue had been used for baby girls and 
pink for boys.

Why are these limiting stereotypes so 
problematic? They place expectations 
on girls and boys to behave in 
prescribed and narrow ways from 
babyhood. Girls are generally socialised 
to care about how they look, above 
all at the expense of their health, their 
intellect and other areas of life. This can 
later translate into a number of mental 
health and physical health issues, 
including anorexia or bulimia. 

I have become aware that I’ve told girls 
“you are so pretty” and “I love your 
dress”. However, I am now determined 
to also tell Rosie (and other girls) that 
she is clever and strong – the qualities 
we often compliment boys for, but not 
girls.

Last year, I gave a talk on the 
sexualisation of girls and women in the 
media, which made me more aware 
of how pervasive and destructive the 
issues of gender inequality are. I cannot 
watch music videos on television for 
general viewing, without becoming 
angry at the disgusting ways that 
women are portrayed as sexual objects, 
whose primary motivation in life is, 
apparently, to win a man over with her 
sexual prowess. Take the time to notice 
how men are clothed and women are 
not. Men often describe women as 
bitches and sluts, and indeed, women 
are often portrayed in demeaning 
ways. By contrast men are portrayed 
as powerful, dominating and having a 
sense of entitlement, which is acted 
out in these videos. It frustrates me that 
these music videos are so mainstream 
they are available to watch during the 
day for general viewing, and also too 
often in public spaces. 

It worries me that I will not be able to 
protect Rosie from absorbing these 
influences, until I can teach her to be 
media literate. 

The media also shapes the way boys 
and men treat girls and women. I 
am concerned that because Rosie is 
female she is at risk of one in five of 
experiencing sexual violence during 
her life (ABS, Personal Safety Survey, 
2006).

It is not that I want to deny Rosie her 
femininity. If she should wish to take 
ballet classes in, a pink tutu, she may. 
But I hope to be able to also offer her 
opportunities to play sports such as 
soccer or learn karate, or to get dirty 
whilst making mud cakes and climbing 
trees in her jeans and t-shirt.

Laurel Ginges Weinberg
As a Social Worker Laurel has worked with many 
gender related issues such as domestic violence, 
sexual assault, child sexual abuse, prostitution and 
teenage pregnancy over the past ten years. Laurel 
is an ICJW Status of Women committee member 
and a member of Collective Shout, a grassroots 
campaign movement against ‘sexpolitation’. 

‘‘What was the point of an 
unmarried Jewish girl?’’
The Marrying of Chani Kaufman by Eva 
Harris

The world of Chani Kaufman and everyone 
in her tightly-knit London Haredi (ultra-
Orthodox ) community is clearly defined, 
including the expectations held their young 
women.

Outwardly the whole community moves 
to the same rhythm, set by matchmaker, 
kashrut, shabbes, mikveh, childbearing 
and obedience to the rabbi. But the main 
characters express the author’s theme of 
the struggle between belief and communal 
loyalty versus personal fulfilment.

Chani questions her own role as she sees 
her mother fading; Avromi tears his family 
apart as he delves into the world outside 
and the Rebbetzin burning with a lifetime of 
regrets. 

The author clearly has intimate knowledge 
of the workings of a Haredi community 
and uses this knowledge to display some 
disdain for their customs. At a wedding, 
the men ‘swarmed like rats in a sea of 
black’. Traditional Jewish food is variously 
described as ‘stodgy’, ‘congealed’, ‘oily’, 
‘soggy’ and or ‘overly sweet’. The minor 
characters are mostly devious and sly and 
the main characters lack depth. There is no 
real climax to the story. 

I don’t believe this book quite deserves its 
place on last year’s Booker long list.

The Marrying of Chani Kaufman is an easy 
read with some quite humorous scenes; 
Chani’s wedding night disaster has a very 
authentic feel to it. This book will especially 
appeal to those unfamiliar with the Haredi 
scene.

Reviewed by Sandra Gillis

IT’S A GIRL!   Book Club
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 Review of Gorsetman, Chaya Rosenfeld & Sztokman, Elana Maryles Educating in the Divine 
Image: Gender Issues in Orthodox Jewish Day Schools, Brandeis University Press, 2013.

“The core Jewish ethos is not gender dependent, but rather based on a 
vision of both men and women created in the divine image.” (p2)

In their award-winning book, Educating in the Divine Image: Gender Issues in 
Orthodox Jewish Day Schools, Gorsetman & Sztokman argue that rigid gender 

hierarchies are not only harmful to those who feel excluded from certain practices 
or qualities, but that the full spiritual expression of the Jewish people is stifled 

through such strict gender demarcation. They contend that the transmission of 
Jewish education that includes Jewish sacred texts, ritual, values and practices can 

in fact be achieved without strict gendered expectations and in  
a way that allows the full range of Jewish life for boys and girls, young men and  

young women. 

Gorsetman & Sztokman provide a thorough investigation of gender dynamics in 
Orthodox Day Schools through an examination of what happens in the classroom,  

 what texts are being studied, how clothing and tzniut (modesty) is regulated, ritual   
  practice in school, sex education, as well as the broader question of women’s  
   leadership and lack thereof. 

Their book offers a multitude of examples of overt gender essentialism that separates girls and boys into groups having 
different, and at times polar opposite, qualities and capacities. It happens in Shabbat parties across the Day School 
System where Mummy lights the candles, cleans and cooks for Shabbat and Daddy makes Kiddush and goes to shule. It 
manifests in attitudes towards the sciences; attitudes developing student leadership capacities; and it manifests in which 
characteristics get nurtured in male students and which get nurtured and rewarded in female students. 

What resonated deeply for me in their work is how they give a name to gender considerations where they otherwise seem 
invisible. A literal example of such invisibility is the near total absence of gender references in the missions of Orthodox 
Day Schools. Even where a school may mention the importance of the self-actualization of each student there is no sense 
of how this may be achieved and translated from being a goal to a reality. When the gender hierarchy is invisible it cannot 
be spoken, awareness cannot be raised and change cannot happen. Gendered education does not just happen in the 
classroom or in the school synagogue. It happens in all interactions in one’s life. 

Gender hierarchies are not limited, by any means, to the Orthodox community. Too many public discussions in the Jewish 
community have no women speakers. Women lead only a small fraction of Jewish non-profits, and even then, their 
wages are dwarfed by the wages of their male counterparts. This absence of women in the public sphere communicates 
a message that women’s voices are less important than men’s and they don’t have as much to contribute as men do. 

Male allies need to advocate for women’s voices and women’s representation. Women too, need to be ready to step 
up and have our voices heard, overcoming the challenges of internalized sexism and in some cases, years of feeling 
demoralized and disempowered. 

The growing women’s engagement in serious Torah study in the last 20-30 years, as well as the more recent movement 
of women’s ordination as spiritual leaders through Yeshivat Maharat changes the landscape for all women, as  
well as giving the particular women involved unprecedented opportunities for leadership and flourishing.

In Educating in the Divine Image, Gorsetman & Sztokman report a deep ambivalence reflected in gender practices in 
schools that contains both increasing gender awareness and a “powerful remnants of patriarchal ideas” (p269). The book 
provides an eye-opening perspective on gender and education and should be translated into workshops and shared with 
Orthodox Day Schools, Jewish educators, and all those interested in understanding gender stereotyping and hierarchies.

Dr Melanie Landau

 

Towards Educating in the Divine Image: A 
Challenge for Orthodox Jewish Day 

Schools and the Community at Large

 Dr Melanie Landau is a student at Yeshivat Maharat and Director of Davar Acher, Encounter Leadership Program. She is the author of Tradition 
and Equality in Jewish Marriage: Beyond the Sanctification of Subordination, Bloomsbury 2012

Find us at www.ncjwa.org.au or phone our National office 03 9523 0537
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I went to a relatively religious co-
educational Jewish day school. In grade 
five our whole class began studying 
Mishna. This continued in grade six. 
However in year seven we were due 
to begin studying Talmud. The boys 
in my year level were assigned to their 
own class to learn Gemara. We girls 
were also assigned to our own class. 
However, year seven was also the year 
after our bat mitzvahs and so as it was 
our first year as ‘adult’ Jewish women 
we were split into two girls’ classes. 
My class would spend the first half of 
the year learning Gemara and then the 
second half of the year taking a class 
about Jewish womanhood. The other 
class would first learn about Jewish 
womanhood and then begin studying 
Talmud. 

That first semester was exceptional. 
We had a young Israeli rabbi teaching 
us tractate Bava Metzia. We learned 
a section about guarding another 
person’s property. It was a hard class. 
We had never studied Aramaic before 
and every week we had word lists to 
learn. He would read out the section 
in the traditional tune and then would 
call on us to translate. Occasionally, we 
would have to come out the front of 
class and act out the scenario and hold 
a vote on what we thought the fairest 
outcome should be. Sometimes our 
conclusions aligned with the thinking 
of the Talmudic rabbis, other times we 
were flabbergasted by their solutions. In 
short, I loved the class. 

Second semester came and the 
two girls’ Gemara classes switched. 
Now I was learning about Jewish 
womanhood. The first week was quite 
enjoyable as it included an excursion 
to the local Mikveh. However shortly 
after that, the class became quite dull 
and unchallenging. There were very few 
texts but rather lots of folk tales about 
the power of lighting candles, making 
challah and keeping the laws of family 
purity (as if that was remotely relevant to 
a class of 12 year old girls). There were 
craft projects and singing. Many of the 
girls actually thrived in that class and 
loved it. I, on the other hand, resented 
it. We were being taught about only 
three mitzvoth, but there were a whole 
610 other mitzvoth to study. There were 
challenging laws and disputes and texts 
to study and argue over. I felt that we 
were missing out. 

Eventually one lunch time, I 
gathered the other girls in my Jewish 
womanhood class and I rallied them 
to my side. I explained to them how 
the boys and the other class were 

learning real Jewish studies while we 
were being fed fluff. I proposed that we 
had to take a stand and demand equal 
education. We concocted a plan. After 
lunch, instead of going to our Jewish 
womanhood class we would go to 
the Gemara class instead. We would 
stage a sit-in. We would not leave the 
class room until they agreed to teach 
us Gemara instead of another folk tale 
about candle lighting. 

And that is what we did. We went to the 
Gemara class with our books from last 
semester. We opened them and waited 
to be taught. The rabbi walked into the 
room and asked what we were doing 
there. As the leader of the protest I 
explained why we were dissatisfied and 
what we wanted as a solution. He said 
that he would have to go and speak to 
the other teacher. The teacher of Jewish 
womanhood class came and pleaded 
with us to return but we refused. The 
head of Jewish studies came and tried 
to break up the protest. Eventually 
the principal came to negotiate. We 
brokered a deal. We would return to our 
Jewish womanhood class for the rest 
of the semester. The curriculum would 
remain largely the same, we would still 
learn about the three mitzvoth that are 
important for women (candle lighting, 
challah and niddah) but we would learn 
about them from their textual sources in 
the Talmud. We would also learn about 
Jewish women in the Tanach and in the 
Talmud and we would learn the sources 
directly, in their original language. The 
class would become more serious and 
challenging. 

This relatively small event when I was 
12 was really just the start of many 
battles I faced in acquiring a serious 
Jewish education. I suppose I didn’t 
realise it fully at the time but latent in 
my indignation was a realisation that 
education was a source of power. 
I already knew that rabbis made 
decisions about what you could wear 
or eat. I suppose I knew that until you 
are literate in Jewish texts and traditions 
you could not fully take ownership 
of them and you certainly couldn’t 
advocate for a different reading of 
Jewish laws. 

This is why female Jewish education 
is so vital. It is very hard to change a 
system from the outside. Insiders can 
argue in the same language and on the 
same terms as the power holders. If we 
want the status of Jewish women to 
improve we need to be Jewishly literate. 
It’s time for the people of the book, to 
give Jewish women have access to the 
library. 

Ellyse Borghi
Ellyse is a young lawyer working for the Australian 
Attorney-General’s Department. She has spent 
many years studying Jewish texts at Midreshet 
HaRova and at the Havruta kollel at Hebrew 
University. 

WOMEN OF 
THE BOOK

‘Mavoi Satum’ –  
Helping Agunot  
& Mesoravot Get

One out of every five Jewish women in Israel, who 
would like a divorce, is unable to freely exit her 
marriage. They are agunot

This year on 13 March, to mark ‘Aguna Day’ (coinciding 
with the Fast of Esther), Mavoi Satum held a rally in 
downtown Jerusalem. This was attended by agunot and 
supporters calling for an end to ‘Aginut’, recalcitrance 
and abuse

Mavoi Satum, is a NGO established in 1996. It is one 
of the leading Israeli organizations calling for justice, 
compassion and social change, to find a solution to the 
problem of divorce refusal in Israel. 

Halakhah (Jewish law), which is supported by Israeli law, 
gives absolute authority over marriage and divorce to 
the religious courts. Thus men are empowered as the 
sole executors of the divorce process. When husbands 
refuse to give their wives a divorce, this leaves women 
vulnerable to extortion, manipulation and abuse. 
Thousands of such women (mesoravot get) are currently 
trapped for long periods of time, even decades, in a 
state of limbo and unable to rebuild their lives.

600 women have received a get as a result of Mavoi 
Satum’s legal representation. More than 1,000 women 
have also benefited from Mavoi Satum’s counselling, 
advocacy and emotional support.

Mavoi Satum combines personal assistance to 
individual mesoravot get with advocacy for broad 
reform. Our services include legal counselling and 
representation, emotional and psychological support, 
and empowerment training. 

On the national level, we advocate for reform in the 
Rabbinic Court system that governs marriage and 
divorce in Israel. Mavoi Satum advocates for agunot 
and mesoravot get within the Knesset working to 
implement laws that protect a woman’s options and 
rights to marriage and divorce. We are dedicated to 
creating a more just society in Israel in which women 
who seek a Jewish divorce will not encounter a ‘dead 
end’ that results from insensitive legal interpretations and 
stringencies applied by the rabbinic courts.

Since establishment Mavoi Satum’s Jerusalem office 
has helped women in central and northern Israel. In 
2009 a branch was opened in Beersheva  to serve the 
population in the south. In August 2011, we launched 
a counselling centre for prenuptial agreements (‘Sign 
and Wed’). Here Mavoi Satum lawyers provide legal 
counselling regarding pre and post nuptial agreements. 
The centre also directs couples to private halachic 
rabbinical courts where they will be able to reach a fair 
settlement without having to succumb to extortion.

Michal Waller 
Michal Waller was born and completed her schooling in 
Melbourne. She is the Board Chair of Mavoi Satum

Find us at www.ncjwa.org.au or phone our National office 03 9523 0537
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Anne Reid OAM
NCJWA is proud to wish Anne Reid a mazeltov on 
being awarded an Order of Australia, for services to 
the Jewish Community, in this year’s Australia Day 
Honour’s List.

Anne Reid has been a member of NCJWA NSW since 
the early 1980s. She joined Council because she believed in the concept of Fanny 
Reading’s three-point plan and Council programs to benefit women. 

Anne is a quiet achiever. She currently takes care of all the catering at many Coun-
cil functions. Currently she is also NSW Co-Vice President. Nationally she was the 
NCJWA secretary from 1993-1997 and then again in 2003-2007.

Her involvement in the wider Jewish community extends to being a volunteer at 
Emunah for almost 40 years and the manager of Kesser Torah College uniform 
shop since 2008. Since 1997, Anne has been an executive member of the UIA 
Women’s Division, where she has been a volunteer for over 20 years. 

Anne’s contribution extends further. It also includes volunteering for Kosher Meals 
on Wheels during the 1980s and 1990s, treasurer of the Parents and Friends As-
sociation at Moriah College from 1987-1994 and assistant treasurer from 1984-
1987. 

Anne Reid is the ultimate volunteer who has selflessly contributed her time to so 
many valuable community programs. We are extremely proud of her.

Building commences Ilan Tel Aviv’s new ‘Beit Hana’

Building has commenced in Tel Aviv for 
the new Ilan Day Care Rehabilitation 
Centre for Adults with Physical 
Disabilities.

The centre will be called ‘Beit Hana’ in 
honour of Ilan’s Hana Laor, who over 60 
years ago was one of the founders of 
Ilan Tel Aviv. Hana has worked tirelessly 
for the organisation and is the current 
Chairman.

The new building is expected to 
open in about two years. It will offer 
paramedical  and social services, 
occupational therapy, physiotherapy, 
social activities, trips and much more. 

NCJWA has been long time supporters 
of Ilan Tel Aviv. We were represented 
by Ben Ray of the Australian Embassy 
at a recent ceremony to lay a 
commemorative cornerstone for the 
building. 

“Together we can make it happen” says 
Shirley Glance.

Visit to Australia by Silvina Freund, 
Director ILAN Tel Aviv

Silvina Freund, Director of Ilan Tel Aviv 
was in Australia last October and visited 
a number of NCJWA sections.

The focus of Silvina’s visit was the 
promotion of the future Beit Hana Day 
Care Rehabilitation Centre for Adults 
with Physical Disabilities. She met 
with Sections and donors in Brisbane, 
Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra. 

Special functions were held in each 
location, providing her the opportunity 
to present about the work of Ilan Tel 
Aviv and the plans for the new centre. 
She also was able to meet with those 
at NCJWA who have focused on 
supporting Ilan.

Silvina also took the opportunity to 
learn more about the work of NCJWA 
and local services for people with 
disabilities. 

In Sydney, she was shown ‘Print 35’ 
a printing and publishing workshop 
for disabled adults at Jewish Care. In 
Melbourne, Silvina visited in her home, 
Lyn Rowe, a thalidomide survivor, born 
without arms or legs. Lyn’s house was 
specially designed to meet her needs, 
by local company EQL. 

Whilst in Canberra Silvina visited two 
schools for children with disabilities,  
the Malkara Specialist and 
Black Mountain Schools.  
She was also formally  
briefed on the new National  
Disability Insurance  
Scheme (NDIS). 

I would like to thank all  
those who helped host  
this visit as well as those  
who came along to meet  
and listen to Silvina.

Shirley Glance 
National ILAN Chair

 “With very best wishes 

to NCJWA and all 

its members on the 

occasion of its  

90th Foundation 

Birthday” 

Pelerman Holdings 

Pty Ltd 

Hana Laor signs the time capsule scroll that was 
buried alongside the new cornerstone of the future 
Beit Hana Centre.
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FROM MY GRANDMOTHER’S KNEE 
TO THE UN – AN NCJWA JOURNEY

NCJWA and the 
International Council of 
Jewish Women (ICJW)

I remember clearly the feeling of sitting on my grandma’s knee in the early 1970s, 
counting one and two cent coins for her at the NCJW card morning teas she hosted 
in her Lindfield home. Feeling all grown up to be in a room full of dressed up women, 
whose common purpose in gathering was to make the world a better place.

Fast forward 40 years (eeek!) to 10 March 2014 and I am sitting in a room full of dressed 
up women, whose common purpose in gathering is to make the world a better place. I 
am sitting in the opening session of the 58th UN Conference on the Status of Women in 
New York, an event held annually “to evaluate progress on gender equality internationally 
and to identify critical and emerging issues and challenges”.

Privileged to be nominated as a representative of the ICJW, I am also here for 
professional development in my role as community relations manager of the NSW 
Jewish Board of Deputies.

Exhilarating, overwhelming, inspiring… the conference was all of those.

In my NSW Jewish Board of Deputies role I meet new people every day, from a huge 
range of local Australian communities and civil society organisations. But on this 
international scale the range of new faces and perspectives was frankly exhilarating. 
From survivors of the Rwandan genocide to Egyptian feminist scholars, Nicaraguan 
activists against sex trafficking, Indigenous Australian members of parliament, Iraqi 
ambassadors and Kiwi crusaders against domestic violence – the cast seemed infinite.

As well as representing the ICJW, I was lucky to be part of a 50-strong delegation of 
Australian NGOs. Our delegation leaders were the  Minister Assisting the Prime Minister 
for Women, Senator the Hon Michaelia Cash, the Ambassador for Women and Girls 
Natasha Stott Despoja, the Executive Director of the Australian National Committee 
for UN Women, Julie McKay, and the Director of Studies at ANU’s Asia-Pacific College 
of Diplomacy, Dr Susan Harris Rimmer. To say that these briefings were overwhelming 
would be an understatement.

Those leaders briefed us each evening about was what was going on at the ‘country’ 
level of the conference, where ministerial and other official representatives of each 
country discussed the UN’s Millenium Development Goals for women and girls that were 
to be achieved by 2015 and set the post 2015 agenda. The conference also comprised 
two other levels: ‘Side Events’, put on by countries, open to country representative and 
selected NGOs and ‘Parallel Events’ put on by NGOs, open to all. 

I attended mostly Parallel Events, on topics including forced marriage, feminism in the 
Middle East, trafficking of women and girls, sexual slavery and interfaith work to address 
social ills. I have to say that the two most professional and best attended events I 
attended were both co-sponsored by the ICJW. The screening and panel discussion 
about ‘The Honor Diaries’ was the highlight – a packed, high-level and very heated 
discussion of the oppression of women in the name of ‘honour’.

I came away from the conference with an exponentially increased awareness of current 
challenges to the human rights of women and girls – and men and boys – around the 
world. With a determination that all our civil society organisations should work harder to 
address these challenges. With a reminder of the imperative of ‘tikkun olam’ that means 
our Jewish organisations should be at the forefront of this work. And a huge respect 
for the ICJW and the NCJWs of the world, who are indeed leading the way. As ICJW 
president Sharon Gustafson wrote to me when I left New York, “ I’m especially pleased 
that you are now aware of how ‘global’ the interests of ICJW are, especially when you 
see our women at work here in New York at the UN.”

Indeed what inspired me most in New York was the recognition that Jewish women ARE 
on the front lines at the UN and in the ‘trenches’ worldwide, including here in Australia. 
I know my grandmother Ruth Cohen would have been thrilled I had the opportunity to 
understand this and would be very proud of the global reach the organisation she loved 
has today.   

Lynda Ben-Menashe   
Community Relations Manager 
NSW Jewish Board of Deputies

L-R: Madeline Brecher, ICJW UN Representative; Lynda Ben -Menashe; Debbie Hoffman, President 
NCJW USA

This is my final report as ICJW Vice President, 
Australia, as I will move to the ICJW Presidency at 
the Prague ICJW Convention in May. Susie Ivany be 
taking over as the new ICJW Vice President, Australia 
for the next ICJW administration, 2014-8. 

NCJWA has valuable links to many organisations, 
both Jewish and non-Jewish, but its affiliation as one 
of forty Jewish women’s organisations within ICJW 
has a special history.

On 3 June 1949 at the Paris meeting re-establishing 
the International Council of Jewish Women, after 
a lapse of almost twenty years, NCJW founder 
and National President Dr Fanny Reading MBE 
was elected as one of five ICJW Vice Presidents. 
The other Vice Presidents were from South Africa, 
Canada, Britain and USA. With Switzerland, these 
countries formed the nucleus of the international 
organisation. At the time, additional delegates came 
from Holland, Greece, North Africa, Italy and Israel.

Today ICJW’s affiliates include a large number of 
Jewish women’s organisations from Latin America 
(nine) and an even larger number from the European 
region (22). 

Since ICJW’s re-establishment, NCJWA has 
consistently prized its affiliation always mindful of its 
global work in Status of Women and Jewish women’s 
issues and its other program achievements. 

NCJWA is proud to continue to be an active 
participant in ICJW. Ten members from four 
NCJWA Sections hold office as either Life Members 
or Executive members in ICJW’s forthcoming 
quadrennium. 

Life Member  
Sylvia Gelman AM MBE

Life Member  
Malvina Malinek OAM &  Co- Chair Isabelle  
Brown Fund

ICJW President  
Robyn Lenn OAM

ICJW Vice President Australia  
Susie Ivany & Vice Chair Status of Jewish Women 

Asia Pacific Regional Chair 
Vivien Brass

Asia Pacific Regional Vice Chair 
Anita Shroot

PR and Communication Chair 
Eva Robey

Interfaith/ Intercultural Chair 
Di Hirsh OAM

Environment & Sustainable Development Chair 
Dr. Anne Morris

Co- Chair Isabelle Brown fund  
Rhoda Berman 

Several other NCJWA members with specific 
expertise have accepted roles as committee 
members on ICJW Program committees: Dr Stella 
Alexander, Dr Agnes Geyer, Julie Nathan, Rimma 
Sverdlin OAM, Laurel Ginges Weinberg.  

From May 2014 the new ICJW head office will be 
in Sydney. Office Secretary will be Deirdre Hart, 
Headquarters Treasurer Adrienne Swarts and 
Headquarters Secretary Liane Froneman. All three 
are NCJWA NSW members.

Robyn Lenn OAM 
ICJW Vice President, Australia
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women in the public space she brought us 
a deeper understanding of the position of 
women in Israel and the issues which are still 
of concern, many of them shared in Australia 
and elsewhere, including the problem of 
agunot.  

The function was dedicated to the memory 
of one of our most stalwart members, the 
late Pam Fein, whose sudden death on 
18 September last year left us all reeling. 
Steering committee member Janet Frommer 
welcomed Pam’s daughter-in-law Kate 
Chalmers, who was a guest at the function, 
and spoke movingly of Pam as well as 
welcoming everyone. Steering committee 
member Fiona Sweet Formiatti donated one 
of her beautiful knitted silk scarves for our 
raffle; the proceeds of the function will go 
towards our Ilan fundraising. 

On the following Sunday 16 February, Janet 
Frommer organised a session to sort the 
remaining boxes of NCJWA archival material. 
Helping her with this remaining work from 
our previous sorting day last year were 
Margaret Beadman OAM, Merrilyn Sernack 
and Sylvia Deutsch. That same day some of 
the NCJWA steering committee members – 
Barbara Butow, Yael Cass, Sarit Cohen, Jo 
Dixon and Fiona Sweet Formiatti as well as 
Professor Kim Rubenstein and her children – 
were among 12,000 people taking part in the 
first Canberra Colour Run for charity beside 
Lake Burley Griffin.

By the time this goes to press we will have 
held our annual Council Shabbat and 
Kiddush at the ACT Jewish community’s 
National Jewish Memorial Centre. This year 
we will be celebrating in the Progressive 
service, on Saturday 1 March, in the Dr 
Fanny Reading Auditorium upstairs at the 
Centre. (Last year it was in the Orthodox 
service downstairs in the shul.) NCJWA 
steering committee minutes secretary Yvette 
Goode will deliver the drosha prior to the 
reading of the Torah in the Progressive 
service and then again after the reading 
of the Torah in the Orthodox service. The 
drosha will give a brief overview of the history 
of the NCJW in America since its inception, 
as well as some thoughts on the Shabbat 
Torah reading. Both congregations have 
been invited to the Council Kiddush at the 
conclusion of the morning services. The 

event will also mark International Women’s 
Day, which falls on 8 March, and World 
Agunah Day on the Fast of Esther on 13 
March. 

Sylvia Deutsch

At the Gold Coast Section we have been 
very busy since the end of last year.

Our annual Donation Day was held at 
the home of Ruth and Lionel Cohen on 8 
December 

Over 50 people attended including the 
Hon Karen Andrews MP for McPherson. 
Karen spoke on ‘The first 90 days of the 
new Government’. Karen spoke on many 
issues challenging the government such as 
immigration relating specifically to the Boat 
People, Carbon Tax, Gonski Report, to name 
a few.

Our President Barbara Stewart-Kann OAM 
presented Hon Karen Andrews MP with a 
certificate for trees planted in Israel in her 
honour. Thanks also to our members who 
made the event even more memorable with 
their exemplary catering.

Another successful Bunnings Sausage 
Sizzle Fund-Raiser was held on Sunday 
16 February. Our thanks to Felica & Ken 
Godwin, Elaine & Keith Watson, Rayna & 
Scott Lewis.

Luana & Kim Goriss, Michael Shnukal and 
Gary & Barbara Kann. Great effort by all and 
a lot of fun! 

Council Shabbat this year, on Friday 7 
March, was hosted by Temple Shalom. The 
Erev Shabbat services was led by NCJWA’s 
Hon Rebbetzin Clara Levy and two of our 
next generation young girls, along with 
members of NCJWA participating in the 
service.  

Following the service NCJWA Gold Coast 
hosted an Oneg Shabbat Dinner for 
members of NCJWA and the Congregation. 

In October, Brisbane was happy to host 
Silvina Freund and learn more about ILAN 
and the new centre being built. We hosted 
a well attended and enjoyable lunch at the 
home of Judy and Barry Solomon.

Early November saw the successful 
return of our Cup Day luncheon, when we 
descended in our hats, to the home of our 
hostess Janine Aarensen. Plans are already 
underway for this year’s event, so begin 
planning your headwear now!

We started 2014 in February by listening 
to Tirosh Shapira of the University of 
Queensland, who spoke about Genetic 
Engineering.

Unlike Melbourne and Sydney, in Brisbane 
we find it hard to buy good Pita so we have 
taken to making our own. During our March 
meeting we had some expert Pita Makers 
showing us how it is done. Sophie Raymond 
and Rolande Sebban brought their Pita 
Ovens, which were imported from Israel and 
gave us a lesson.  

A great supper was enjoyed with fresh Pita, 
freshly fried felafel, hummus, tahini and 
salad. A couple of us have made the Pita 
since in an ordinary oven with great success.

Carolyn Goldsmith OAM

2014 started for us on Sunday 9 February 
by prudently bringing our Membership 
Garden Party indoors. We escaped the 
summer heat inside NCJWA Canberra’s 
steering committee member Sarit Cohen’s 
air-conditioned home. We were very pleased 
to welcome new members and visitors at 
this popular annual event, with 40 women in 
attendance. 

Our guest speaker was Dorit Herscovich, 
First Secretary, Spokesperson and Director 
of Cultural Affairs at the Israeli Embassy. She 
spoke on ‘Women in Modern Israel’, giving 
an excellent overview of the status of women 
in Israel in legislative, historical and societal 
terms. Ranging from Israel’s Declaration of 
Independence to legislative protection to 

Brisbane

Canberra

Gold Coast

News from the Sections

Garden party/membership function in Canberra to 
honour the late Pam Fein. L - R Edith Blumenthal 
(seated), Sylvia Deutsch, Janet Frommer with 
photo of Pam, speaker Dorit Hersocovich from the 
Embassy of Israel (photo: Sarit Cohen

Back Row L - R   Dr Ian Mavor: Hopewell Hospice, 
Dr Bill Hoyer: GC Project for Homeless Youth, 
Bruce McDonald:  Heart Foundation, Steve Pomas:  
Volunteer Marine Rescue

Front row L - R  Monica Sher: Hear and Say, Sara 
Longmuir: President Temple Shalom Barbara 
Stewart-Kann OAM: President NCJWA GC, Hon 
Karen Andrews MP, David Rebibou: President Gold 
Coast Hebrew Congregation,  Alyssah Padget: 
Asthma Foundation

Pita Making 
L- R Susan Segal, Judy Solomon and Gail Paratz,



It was great to see so many members 
and their husbands attend this wonderful 
evening.

Rabbi Don Levy spoke highly of the 
Section’s achievements over the past 45 
years and thanked the members for their 
dedicated service to our community. Our 
President Barbara Stewart-Kann responded 
by speaking about the history/ platform/ 
programs and projects of NCJWA. She 
thanked the Temple Shalom Board of 
Management, Rabbi Don Levy, Hon 
Rebbetzin Clara Levy and especially the 
members of NCJWA for their continued 
support to our organisation.

We also gained three new members on the 
night.

Tammy Raana Ota

A number of highly successful events were 
held in late 2013 completing a busy year.

On 20 October our successful Pink Sunday 
event saw our section continuing its goal 
of raising awareness and funds for Breast 
Cancer Network Australia with just on 
$7000 raised. The event was preceded by 
a new initiative co-ordinated by a young 
mother Mandi Chonowitz –Jacobson who 
organised along with Isabelle Shapiro OAM 
a highly successful event “Living Healthy – A 
Holistic Approach”. We were thrilled that 
a young demographic interested in health 
and nutrition attended. This series will be 
continued in 2014 

On 14 November we enjoyed a theatre night, 
‘Door to Door‘ at the Jewish Museum with 
funds raised for our Israel Projects.

Less than a week later, on 20 November, 
the topic of Jewish / Buddhist dialogue 
sparked discussion at the luncheon 
screening of ‘The Jew in the Lotus’ with 
moderator Kim Gotlieb. This was also the 
perfect opportunity to acknowledge and 
thank Robyn Lenn OAM for her work as 
Transcultural Chair, having initiated and 
organised the program so expertly for the 
last nine years. 

Then on 28 November we enjoyed 
‘Celebrating Israel’ at an interactive Israeli 
cooking demonstration at the home of 
Josephine Holland.

‘Agunah’ was the focus of Founder’s Day, on 
9 December, with a screening of ‘Unchained 
Women’. Our speaker Rabbi Jeremy 
Lawrence fielded questions and explained 
the difficulties of resolving this Jewish human 
rights issue.

2014 then began with the wonderful news 
that our Co Vice President, Anne Reid 
being awarded an OAM in the Australia 
Day Honours. This was for her many years 
of volunteer work for a variety of Jewish 
Community organisations, including NCJWA.

We have a very full calendar for 2014. This 
began on Tu B’Shvat with an event dealing 
with the topic of ‘Sustainable Futures 
including Vertical Gardens’. Our speaker was 
post graduate researcher Judy Friedlander.

In February MUM FOR MUM committee 
member Gittel Mueller, has organised a 
series of three information evenings with 
guest speakers tackling topics: ‘How to 
keep young bodies and minds healthy’, 
‘Childhood anxiety, Sleep and your child’,  
‘first aid safety around the home’.  

On 2 March our first Transcultural event for 
the year took place with a young women’s 
Intercultural Morning Tea. During the morning 
birthing kits were also packed to send to 
Nigeria.

The first JWBCN event for 2014 was on 
Sunday 9 March. This was a well attended 
whole food demonstration by nutritionist 
Monique Richards.

The following weekend was busy. Council 
Shabbat was celebrated on 15 March at 
the Sephardi Synagogue. Followed the next 
night on 16 March with our Purim dinner & 
dance ‘Jive Twist and Stomp ‘organised by 
Sylvia Lenny in aid of MUM FOR MUM.

Our Cocktail party on Sunday 23 March 
celebrated Dalia Ayalon Sinclair’s being 
awarded the OAM during 2013. 

An extremely busy month then concluded 
on 24 March with our first Jewish  Book 
Club evening for the year discussing ‘ What 
it means to be Jewish today’ presented by 
Rebetzin Mandy Lawrence.

On 2 April we held a transcultural event at 
‘Our Big Kitchen’. This was a Challah bake 
themed around ‘Women Breaking Bread 
Together’.

With all this behind us we are now looking 
forward, to have some time to begin our 
Pesach preparation!

A Chag Sameach to all.  
Victoria Nadel 
President, NCJWA NSW

Our first event for 2014 was on 23 February 

when we celebrated the 95th birthday of 
Eva Tuckfield. It was wonderful to be able to 
join with her on her actual birthday. Eva was 
NCJWA SA Co-chair from 1993 to 1998. 

On 5 March we resumed our monthly get 
together lunches, catching up after the long 
summer break.

Sadly we are saying goodbye to long time 
member Regina Zielinski who will be shortly 
moving to Sydney. We wish her all the best 
and good health.

Ruth Dunn

New South Wales

News from the Sections

DiversiTea- Transcultural Morning Tea packing 
birthing kits

Barbara Shotland enjoys PINK SUNDAY with her 
children and grandchildren.

Human Rights & Founders Day: Victoria Nadel & 
Rabbi Jeremy Lawrence

Eva Tuckfield celebrating her 95th Birthday with 
her long time friend Ruth Dunn (R) daughter Judith 
Stevens.
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A busy time in Victoria since the last Bulletin.

In October we held a number of events 
in honour of Silvina Freund’s visit to raise 
funds and awareness of Ilan Tel Aviv. Thank 
you to Shirley Glance for her hard work in 
promoting the project, the events and the 
successful outcomes of the visit.

Also in late October we hosted the launch 
of a signature NCJWA Vic bracelet designed 
for us by contemporary jewellery designer 
Fairley as part of The Fairley Range. 

On 12 November we held our Spring Brunch 
‘In Conversation with Meera Freeman’. 
Meera is a well-known and published food 
and travel consultant, who spoke together 
with journalist Rachelle Unreich.

We held our Human Rights and Founders 
Day function on Monday 9 December 2013.

It was extremely informative and well 
attended. We honoured Eva Joel OAM 
z/l who led one of our Seniors Clubs 
for over 40 years. We showed poignant 
excerpts from the films ‘Women Unchained’ 
highlighting the plight of Agunot, ‘It’s a 
Girl’ the three dreaded words in China 
and India and the gendercide that occurs,  
and Malala Yousafzai speaking at the UN 
about education for girls. Danielle Charak 
OAM spoke about Rene Cassin who was 
responsible for the first draft of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights.  

In December together with our Patron Lady 
Southey AC we hosted a Thank You to 
Volunteers morning tea to thank our fabulous 
volunteers for their commitment to the 
organisation. 

In February our new General Manager, 
Michelle Hayward commenced. We welcome 
her assistance in implementing our strategic 
plan going forward.  

On 11 March we highlighted International 
Women’s Day with a fundraiser with a 
local business to support our work in the 
community. 

Our inaugural  Women’s Health and Well-
Being series got off to a great start on 

News from the Sections

Monday 3 March with a talk by Dr Alice 
Murkies on ‘Menopause: New Perspectives 
on Old Problems’. This was followed by 
Sarah Calleja on 24 March speaking on 
‘Recreating your sexuality to meet your 
current desires’. Further sessions on a 
variety of topics will be held over the coming 
months.  

Council Shabbat this year was celebrated at 
the Friday night service 14 March at Temple 
Beth Israel, where we were warmly received. 
As President I spoke to the congregation 
about NCJWA programs, as well as the 
important advocacy on behalf of  ‘Agunot’.I 
also talked about our involvement with ‘Stop 
the Traffik’ against the trafficking of boys and 
girls in the cocoa and cotton industries.

At the time of writing we are looking 
forward to Pesach and our annual Interfaith 
Model Seder to be held on 1 April. This 
year we have invited Bat Mitzvah aged 
girls to attend together with their mothers 
(or grandmothers/aunts), to participate in 
the interfaith dialogue as well as share the 
richness of intergenerational relationships 
and the passing on of family and faith 
traditions. We envisage Jewish, Muslim, 
Christian (of different denominations) and 
other faiths being represented in mother-
daughter pairs.

Looking beyond Pesach, a number of 
Victorian members will be attending the 
ICJW Convention in Prague. We are also 
engaged in supporting the Yom Hazikaron 
commemorations as well as the Yom 
Ha’atzmaut celebrations. 

On behalf of our Board and staff may I 
wish all members and your families a Chag 
Pesach Sameach.

Vivien Brass 
President NCJWA Victoria

On 27 October NCJWA WA in partnership 
with Maccabi WA, organised a field of 
Pink Silhouettes, as a fundraiser for Breast 
Cancer. It was also a special tribute to 
Angela Davis OAM Z”L. The event was a 
big success with 125 attending. Our dear 
Angela’s family was there and they led the 
walk with the silhouettes.

We had Breast Cancer Network 
representatives helping women in need 
of information and Jewish Care was also 
present. Ester Steingiesser read a tribute to 
Angela Z”L. After the walk Rabbi Frielich said 
beautiful prayers and our member Lesley 
Raiter, who was diagnosed with breast 
cancer fourteen years ago, spoke bravely 
of her journey. This event was an initiative of 
Sue Levy.

On 17 November NCJWA WA was part 
of the WA effort to mark Mitzvah Day. Jill 
Green organized a group of people from the 
community to donate blood with the Red 
Cross and prepared some kosher snacks for 
them to recover from their efforts. Meanwhile 
Maggie Helfgott-Fisher, with the help of her 
friends, organized a wonderful Concert, for 
the residents of our Old Age Home (Maurice 
Zeffert Home). It was a superb Concert, 
which had a soprano singing Yiddishe Mame 
at the end and bringing many people to 
tears. 

Our first function for 2014 was on 29 
January. This is the fifth year that NCJWA 
WA has organized a commemoration of 
the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, in partnership with the UNAAWA, the 
Holocaust Institute of WA and the Jewish 
Historical and Genealogical Society of WA. 

Vivien Brass with Susannah Fairley at the NCJWA 
bracelet launch

Women’s Health and Well-Being evening   
L-R  Bette Schmideg, Sarah Calleja, Vivien Brass

Angela Davis’s family walking with the silhouettes 

Maggie Helfgott-Fisher (L) and her team, after the 
Mitzvah Day Concert for residents at the Maurice 
Zeffert Home.

Western AustraliaVictoria

Cupcakes for International Women’s Day fundraiser 
L-R Vivien Brass, Jasmin Hayward, Danielle Dyskin 
& Jacqui Elaluf



Our speaker Henk (Issac) Piller, was nine and living 
in Holland when the war broke out. He told us 
how the underground came on different days to 
take away each of his six brothers and sister, and 
place them in foster care. Issac was the eldest 
son and the last to leave his parents. His story 
brought us all to tears. The family that saved him, 
the Geerlings, were awarded in 2012 a medal of 
Righteous among the Nations.

On 6 March some of our members celebrated 
International Women’s Day at a lunch organised 
by NCW WA. Carmen Lawrence, WA first female 
Premier was the guest speaker.

Ester Steingiesser 
President  NCJWA WA Section

Professor Kim Rubenstein, a former 
ACT Jewish Community president 
and a member of NCJWA Canberra, 
was the guest speaker at the 53rd 
Annual Women’s Australia Day 
Ceremony held by NCW Victoria on 
23 January.

NCJWA is affiliated to the National 
Council of Women one of 
Australia’s most venerable women’s 
organisations. 

Appropriately, the event was held in the Pioneer Women’s Memorial Garden, which 
was opened by Victorian Premier Sir Stanley Argyle on 24 November 1934, to 
commemorate the centenary of the founding of Melbourne.

In her speech Kim spoke of the history and work of NCW Victoria, which was founded 
in 1902. This was the year that the Commonwealth Franchise Act ensured that 
women throughout Australia could vote in Federal elections, though Victorian women 
only got the vote in State elections in 1908. Only white women were enfranchised, not 
Indigenous, Asian, African and Pacific Islander people (other than NZ Maori).

She also detailed NCW’s work on the campaign for uniform marriage and divorce laws 
and other status issues.

Kim also spoke about the Australian Research Council grant on which she is currently 
working. This is with other women academic colleagues, in conjunction with the 
National Library of Australia, the National Foundation for Australian Women, the 
Federal Court of Australia, the Family Court of Australia and the Australian Women’s 
Lawyers Association. The ‘Trailblazing Women and the Law Project’ will create, 
showcase and analyse the first publicly accessible national oral history of seven 
decades of Australia’s pioneer, ‘trailblazing’, women lawyers.  

Kim is Director of the Centre for International and Public Law in the ANU’s College of 
Law and ANU Public Policy Fellow. 

Among those who attended the Australia Day ceremony when she spoke were 
leading members of NCJWA, including current National President Di Hirsh OAM, 
former National Presidents Rysia Rozen OAM and Malvina Malinek OAM and current 
NCJWA Victoria President, Vivien Brass.

A number of NCJWA NSW’s recent activites have been 
focused on encouraging ‘younger’ women within our 
community to take time from their commitments.

As part of our ongoing Jewish Women’s Breast Cancer 
Network (JWBCN) program, we organised a discussion 
evening in October, ‘Living Healthy-a Holistic 
Approach’. Speakers included cancer survivors Mandi 
Chonowitz-Jacobson, Isabelle Shapiro OAM, Rabbi 
Jacqueline Ninio and Monique Richards.

NCJWA NSW also participated in the International 
Campaign ‘16 Days of Activism Against Gender 
Violence’ by posting a relevant topic on our Facebook 
page each day.

Interest and participacion was evident at the recent 
NCJWA NSW MUM FOR MUM information series 
‘What All Parents Should Know’, Held over three nights 
in February and March with an excellent attendance by 
‘younger’ women.

The first in the series, ‘Nutrition for Kids, Keeping Their 
Bodies and Minds Healthy’  was presented by Polly 
Wilkie with dieticians Monique Etkind and Sharonne 
Symonds.

The second evening was ‘Childhood anxiety, sleep and 
your child’. It was presented by psychologist Stephanie 
Schwartz and counselor Nadene Alhadeff.

In the final evening of the series Pediatrician Dr Jonny 
Taitz spoke about ‘First aid and safety around the 
home’.

In March 2014, JWBCN held an evening with speaker 
Monique Richards. She provided a whole food 
demonstration and spoke with much enthusiasm about 
how to improve longevity and gain energy & vitality.

Dr Yoke Berry 
Chair Status of Women, NCJWA NSW

PROFESSER KIM RUBENSTEIN ADDRESSES 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN 
VICTORIA’S AUSTRALIA DAY CEREMONY

HAIFA UNIVERSITY
Dear Ms. Hirsh,

It is with great pleasure and gratitude that I acknowledge receipt of the NCJWA recent gift of AUS 
$8,050 designated towards the support of the Ethiopian Women’s Fund at the University of Haifa.

I thought you might like to hear that this year there are 142 students of Ethiopian descent, of whom 
120 are undergraduates studying in 22 different subject areas.  It is interesting to note that a good 
proportion have chosen to enter the caring professions such as social work, nursing and occupational 
therapy.  We also have an encouraging 22 postgraduates, of whom one is a doctoral student in 
Communications.  Again, a high proportion (over a third) are studying for higher degrees in social fields 
such as learning disability and child development.  We really believe that, thanks to the foresight and 
generosity of donors such as yourself, there are real advances being made to build a better future for 
bright young individuals of Ethiopian descent.  

I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to our 42nd  Annual Board of Governors Meeting 
to be held on our campus between May 26th, 2014 and May 29th, 2014.

The itinerary for the meeting is exciting and it would be our sincere pleasure to host you on campus.In 
fact the entire first evening is devoted to thanking our donors for their thoughtful gift of scholarships.  
I have no doubt you will enjoy it.

With kind regards,

Amos

Commemorating International Holocaust  
Remembrance Day

What Every Parent Should Know



Brisbane

Sunday 25 May 
‘What the Eye Will See’ Michael Komesaroff  
will talk about his recently published book, 
about his Father and Grandfather and their 
arrival in Australia.   

Canberra

Sunday 4 May 
Show & Tell afternoon 2.30pm, hosted by 
Karen Tatz. The theme this year of this ever 
popular and fun event will be ‘home made’, 
where we bring along something that is 
special for us or which we made ourselves 
and tell us its story.  

Sunday 15 June  
Movie & Supper Night at the Centre 

Sunday 20 July  
AGM at 2.30pm, hosted by Sylvia Deutsch. 

New South Wales

Monday 26 May 
Book Club 2 Women in Liturgy-Are we 
excluded

Monday 23 June  
AGM

Thursday 24 July 
Birthing Kit packing Day

14 August 
JWBCN Second Event

For further information on any of these Events, or Contacts in any other NCJWA  
Sections please look online at www.ncjwa.org.au or phone our National office  
03 9523 0537

  

 

25 August  
Book Club 3 Jewish Women Writers

South Australia

1st Wednesday of each month 
Get together and lunch

Victoria

Monday 12 May 
Women’s Health & Wellbeing Series: Dr 
Klara Szego psychiatrist  ‘Babies, Blues & 
Beyond’.

Monday 19 May 
Thank you to Volunteers afternoon tea

Monday 26 May 
Women’s Health & Wellbeing Series: Kerryn 
Velleman organisational  psychologist, 
‘Emotional Agility and resilience-nurturing 
your inner team’.

Tuesday 27 May 
‘Reflections of Jerusalem’ Dinner  Geraldine 
Doogue AO, host of Compass – ABC 
1,will moderate a dynamic Interfaith panel 
featuring:

•	 	Sister	Mary	Coloe,	Assoc	Professor	
Australian Catholic University in 
Melbourne

•		 	Michael	Gawenda,	Journalist,	Past	Editor	
in Chief of The Age 

•	 	Dr	Mai	Sarraj	Senior	Research	Officer	
Prince Henry Institute of Medical 
Research

Sunday 1 June 
Melbourne Jewish Writers Festival: Indian 
Book launch event with author Nancy 
Sugarman 

Monday 2 June 
Women’s Health & Wellbeing Series: Jodi 
Klooger, Accredited Practising Dietician & 
Nutritionist, ‘You are What You eat; How to 
be a Healthier You’. 

Saturday 19 July 
‘Widows - More than a Dead Man’s Wife’ 
play written by Alan Hopgood & Dr Susan 
Feldman 

Western Australia

Tuesday 29 April  
Afternoon tea and dedication of a plaque 
at the MZH Kiosk, thanking NCJWA WA 
volunteers for their many years of dedication. 
This will be funded with a Grant from the 
Department of Local Government and 
Communities.

Sunday 25 May 
Belated Mother’s Day Breakfast

Thursday 8 June 
Brazilian Cooking Demonstration

Upcoming Events and Activities
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Funds raised are used to realise the dream of 
David Ben Gurion: “To bring life and people to 
the Negev, to plant trees, water the soil, … and to 
make the desert bloom.“

Be part of the dream – with your 
help we can make it happen

When your Blue Box volunteer calls, 
please welcome him or her.

Or donate now:  www.jnf.org.au/bluebox 
or phone: 1300 JnfJnf (1300 563 563)

Will you be ready 
when our Blue Box 

volunteers call?

BLUE
BOX

BLUE
BOX

BLUE
BOX

Kew Chiropractic Centre 
86 High St 
Kew VIC 3101 
Tel: 9853 1100 

Do you get back pain  or neck pain? 
Could your posture be better? 
Are you aching to feel better? 

 
 

Dr Paul Wise and Dr Michelle Kotzman 
(Chiropractors) have been helping people like you 

for over twenty years. 
 
 

Call 9853 1100 for an appointment 
 
 
 

Proud supporters of NCJW 

National Council of Jewish  
Women of Australia Ltd

Like us on  
Facebook

Follow us on 
Twitter @ncjwaustralia


