
Pesach is upon us once again, the Festival of Freedom, when we celebrate the Israelites’ freedom from Pharoah’s 
oppression. 

This brings to mind what freedom really means, and who is free. As Jewish women living in Australia today, we can 
be very thankful that we live in a country where our human rights are ensured and protected. We are free to live as 
Jews, as women and as equal members of our society. However not all Jews around the world are free to practice 
their faith openly. With the sharp increase in antisemitism in so many countries, many Jews do not feel safe. Our 
freedom is precious and must not be taken for granted.

It is important to be mindful also that not all women are free from oppression. Millions of women and girls around 
the world are considered to be second class citizens, not free to be educated, not free to pursue their career of 
choice, not even free to be born or receive medical attention in many cases.

In Australia today too many women and children are living in fear of their male partner or head of the household. 
They are not free. Too many women and children are dying at the hands of male perpetrators within their own 

homes.

20 years on from the first UN Conference on Women’s Rights, that was held in Beijing, the theme of the UN Commission on the 
Status of Women this year is Empowering Women Empowering Humanity Think of It! As we celebrate our Festival of Freedom I 
encourage you to think about how you can contribute in some way to helping to empower others to live in freedom.

At our National Conference which will be held in Sydney from 31 May to 3 June this year  we will pursue these issues and more, 
through the conference theme, Jewish Women Unite Be Seen Be Heard. Let your voice be heard. Register for conference now and 
join us in Sydney. You won’t be sorry. 

I will be stepping down as National President at the end of the conference. I wish the incoming administration much success as we 
continue to speak out for the right to live in freedom for all Jews and for all women and children.

Chag Pesach Kasher v’Sameach to you and your families.

Di Hirsh OAM 
National President NCJWA
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Pesach Reflection: Slavery of Despair

President’s Message

continued on page 3

To what are we enslaved today? Out of 
what kind of slavery can the Lord our 
God release us?

Slavery’s worst victim is not the body 
but the soul. Speak to any one who has 
been unjustly imprisoned by oppressive 

regimes, and they will tell you that the 
worst suffering by far is mental and 
spiritual. When the mind loses its grip on 
reality, when an individual forgets who he 
or she is, and what they believe in, and 
slips into the dark hole of despair and 
hopelessness, then all is lost.  

Today, most Jews do not find 
themselves in physical enslavement, 
fighting for their lives, imprisoned by 
totalitarian regimes. But increasingly 
we do find ourselves drowning in a 
chorus of unjust accusations in the 
media, in the UN, in universities and by 
governments, which collectively seek 
to make Israel and the Jewish people a 
pariah amongst the nations.

We read daily of the exodus of 
European Jews who are fleeing 
societies rife with antisemitism. Physical 
attacks and murders have not reached 

epic proportions, but the general mood, 
particularly for students on campus, 
is distinctly uncomfortable when not 
openly hostile. Even in far away South 
Africa, the suggestion by the student 
council of the Durban University of 
Technology to expel Jewish students 
from campus, comes as a grim 
reminder of the years of exclusion that 
led to the Shoah.

Yet the history of the Shoah itself is 
being expunged from memory. Even 
when high school courses are on the 
books, teachers in British and Dutch 
schools do not teach the Holocaust, 
because it will ‘offend’ Muslim students. 
In India, textbooks make no mention of 
the Holocaust at all and in Australia, the 
teaching of the Holocaust was optional 
until the recommendation in 2012 to 
make it mandatory. It is anybody’s 
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Dr. Rachael Kohn 

ANTISEMITISM  
& THE MEDIA  

page 3

VIOLENCE  
AGAINST  
WOMEN  

page 5

RESPONDING  
TO ABUSE  

page 8 &10

ETHIOPEAN 
FOLKTALES 

page 16



P&B Law and Lindsay Kotzman wishes NCJWA  
continued success in their wonderful work.

We are proud to be a sponsor of NCJWA.

At P&B Law we deal in all areas of Property and  
Business Law including:

•	Property	Conveyancing

•	Business	Transfers	

•	Partnership	Agreements	and	Joint	Ventures

•	 Wills	and	Estates.

Please feel free to call Lindsay Kotzman at any time 9692 9888

Website:  www.propertylaw.com.au

melindajones613@gmail.com

Deadline for Rosh Hashanah Issue 
17th August 2015

National President    
Di Hirsh OAM

Immediate Past President    
Rysia Rozen OAM

Vice President    
Susie Ivany

Vice President    
Barbara Stewart-Kann OAM

Honorary Council Secretary    
Shirley Glance

Honorary Treasurer   
Emma Lindell

NCJWA NATIONAL OFFICE   
Secretary: Dorith Kranz

Founder   
Dr Fanny Reading MBE

Deadline

Contact us

NCJWA
Contact us: 
president@ncjwa.org.au  
03 9523 0537

For the last ten years Ilan Tel Aviv has organized a weekend for children with physical disabilities and their 
families. Every year over 100 families enjoy special activities at a hotel specially adapted to wheelchairs. The 
families arrive on Friday and stay until the end of Sabbath. 

For many of these families this is the only vacation they have all year. Taking care of a child with physical 
disabilities is not easy and it narrows the possibilities of recreation for the parents and other children in the 
family. It is also a very expensive enterprise. 

The fact that the whole family enjoys the weekend together and that they join others with similar issues gives 
families the support they need to carry on. 

Ilan Tel Aviv pays for all expenses during the weekend including: meals, entrance to the water park, special 
activities such as juggling, magicians, balloons, full screen movies and Karaoke for the parents in the evening. 

NCJWA is proud that we continue to support ILAN.

Silivina Freund Director, Ilan Tel Aviv

The last months, and since the last Bulletin, have been anxious times. There has been a serious 
rise in terrorism and antisemitism around the world. Even in our haven in Australia we have not 
been immune. The Martin Place drama and the hatred expressed at university campuses mean 
that we need to be more vigilant than before and that we need to stand strong in our support for 
our people, both in Israel & in the diaspora. 

At the same time cracks in the fabric of our community have been tearing us apart. The 
revelation of the sexual abuse of children and the totally inadequate responses of those in related 
leadership positions has been sobering. The testimony heard by the Royal Commission into Child 

Sexual Abuse revealed the long-term pain of victims. It also showed failure to comply with Jewish ethics and Australian law.  

While this was happening here, another scandal rocked the Orthodox world. The exposure of a Rabbi in Baltimore who was a peeping 
tom and videoed women at the Mikveh also came as a shock. Both cases require that long-term processes be put into place to protect 
vulnerable members of the community. For if abuse can happen at places we assumed to be sanctuaries, how much more is the risk in other 
environments. This requires both a personal and communal response.

Let us think of these and other types of oppression as we open our Haggadot to tell the story of the Jewish people’s remarkable journey from 
slavery to freedom.

Wishing you a Kosher & Peaceful Pesach 
Melinda & the Bulletin Team.

SPECIAL WEEKEND FOR FAMILES OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

Melinda  
Jones

Andrea  
Cooper

Danielle  
Jones-Resnik
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Pesach Reflection

When Jewish Lives Don’t Count   

guess how teachers will undertake the 
task in classes where Muslim students 
may take ‘offence’ because of the 
influence of Holocaust deniers and 
the belief that the Jewish people are 
aggressors in the Middle East conflict.

But in this antisemitic climate of ‘vocal 
warming’, where hate speech is heating 
up, Jews everywhere can take heart 
that they are not alone. The tradition 
that furnished the Torah is also the one 
that offered numerous opportunities 
to see beyond the seemingly hopeless 
circumstances, and stand firm, assured 
that the God of our Fathers and 
Mothers does deliver us from slavery. 
Perhaps not literally with a ‘strong hand 
and an outstretched arm’ plunging 
down from the heavens, but with a 
belief that our spiritual slavery and 
defeat is not an option.

To be delivered from the slavery of 
despair is precisely what the Jewish 
tradition with its many instances of near 
annihilation is designed to do. Whether 
it is the exile in Egypt, the subsequent 
exile in Babylonia or the first century 

exile all over the world, the Jewish 
people have praised and thanked 
God, for making this world ‘a place of 
holiness’ and also for holding out the 
hope of a return to Jerusalem. 

While modern Israel remains a place 
of hope, especially to Jews who are 
escaping from countries in which they 
no longer feel safe, its future is not 
entirely in our control. The present 
eruptions in the Middle East have 
added new complications to what 
was already an intractable political and 
strategic problem.  

But what does remain in our power, 
wherever we are, is to make this world 
a place of holiness. Just as it says 
in the Birkat Hamazon, the blessing 
after meals, ‘Make this world a place 
of holiness; now in our lifetime as you 
rebuild Jerusalem.’ Admittedly, this is 
addressed to the Lord, but the Jewish 
people have always imagined their role 
as God’s emissaries.

What a grand responsibility, a blessed 
privilege and an absolute necessity in 

our days. When I feel overwhelmed 
by the relentless negative and unfair 
targeting of Israel and the Jewish 
people, when it almost leads me to 
distraction, I am reminded of this 
sacred task. 

What better way to rise above the 
negative propaganda and to resist 
the strategies of mental and spiritual 
enslavement, where identity is lost, as 
is the memory of who we are and what 
we stand for and believe. The story of 
the Passover is just one of the many 
festivals and holy days in our calendar 
that remind us that, after all the miracles 
are over, what we stand for most of 
all is to do God’s work and make this 
world a place of holiness.  

Rachael Kohn produces and presents 
The Spirit of Things on ABC Radio National 
www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/
spiritofthings/. Her recent writing includes 
‘Encountering God Through Jewish Eyes’ in 
Leaves N Encountering God, 2014.

The response to the murderous attacks 
in Paris and Copenhagen in January 
and February was encouraging. There 
was widespread condemnation from 
across all levels and sectors of Western 
societies. Presidents and Prime 
Ministers, Christians, Muslims, Jews 
and others marched in the streets of 
Paris against the terrorist murders. 

Importantly, there was widespread 
recognition that violent antisemitism in 
Europe is getting worse and having a 
destructive effect on society as a whole. 
However, there were some sections 
of the mainstream media and society 
which took a decidedly different tack, 
including in Australia.

The Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) 
published an article by Liz Alderman 
extolling the terrorists for not killing 
women. The article was titled “‘I’m 
not going to kill you because you’re 
a woman’: Charlie Hebdo shooters 
spared female journalists”. 

And yet, Elsa Cayat, a woman, was in 
fact murdered at Charlie Hebdo. She 
was also the only Jewish woman at 
Charlie Hebdo that day, and the only 
female death. Why was the murder of 
Elsa Cayat ignored? Was it to downplay 
Jewish deaths? Or worse still – did 
Cayat’s death not count because 
she was Jewish? Why did extolling 
the terrorists take precedence over 
acknowledging her death?

After the Copenhagen murders, the 
SMH (and The Age) again shifted their 
focus away from the brutal criminality 
of the terrorists. An article by Gwynne 
Dyer attacked Israeli PM Netanyahu’s 
call for European Jews to move to 
Israel to escape violent and murderous 
antisemitism. Dyer proclaimed that nine 
dead Jews (killed in terrorist attacks in 
Belgium, France and Denmark over the 
past year) were not enough to cause an 
exodus. He did not specify how many 
Jews he thinks should die before they 
have a right to be fearful and leave.

If Dyer was seeking the truth about 
antisemitism, instead of using 
the murders as an opportunity to 
polemicise against Netanyahu, he 
would have considered the 2012 
murder of four Jews in Toulouse, 
including three young children. He 
would have found that European Jews 
are consistently subjected to high levels 
of antisemitic harassment, abuse and 
violence. He would have acknowledged 
that 50% of racist attacks in France are 
against Jews, yet Jews are only 1% of 

the population. Dyer appeared to have 
no interest in antisemitism, except as a 
rhetorical tool with which to bludgeon 
Netanyahu.

On the ABC, presenter Michael 
Edwards’ report on the Paris terrorist 
attacks stated: “Amedy Coulibaly, who 
held up the Jewish deli, claimed to 
be acting on behalf of Islamic State.” 
Edwards makes it appear as though 
it were a robbery gone wrong rather 
than a targeted attack at a Jewish 
shop. He glosses over the fact that 
the intent was to capture and murder 
Jews, not rob the till. A few days 
later on another ABC report, Nariman 
House, the Jewish Centre in Mumbai, 
was omitted from a list naming the 
targets of the Mumbai terrorist attack 
in 2008. At Nariman House, the rabbi, 
his pregnant wife and four other Jews 
were mutilated and murdered because 
they were Jews. In these two instances, 
the ABC presenters clearly minimised or 
omitted any mention of Jews who were 
murdered. 

Julian Burnside, a prominent barrister 
and human rights advocate, also made 
statements minimising the murder of 
Jews. On ABC radio, as reported in 
The Australian, Burnside stated that 
“one of the casualties was a Muslim 
policeman” while “another in a related 
episode in the kosher grocery (was) a 
Jewish man”. Burnside omitted to even 
acknowledge the deaths of several 
other Jews. 

continued from page 1

Julie Nathan

continued on page 4



When Jewish Lives Don’t Count   Continued from page 3

Burnside 
declared in a 
tweet: “Charlie 
Hebdo was terror 
attack, but Paris 
march decisively 
rejected 
Islamaphobia 
(sic).” In fact, 
the Paris street 

march condemned and rejected 
antisemitism, not Islamophobia. 

Elsewhere, Burnside has consistently 
claimed that “Islamophobia is the new 
anti-Semitism”.  In fact, antisemitism 
persists with undiminished vigour 
and has mutated into new and more 
insidious forms. Jews are subject to 
a much higher rate of attack than are 

The Fast of Esther 
has been designated 
International Agunah 
Day. This year six 
Jewish women’s 
organisations joined 
forces in Melbourne 
to acknowledge this 
scourge on the Jewish 
people.  Although 
exact statistics of 
Agunot in Australia 
is not known, one 
chained woman is too 
many.  

NCJWA has always 
been concerned with these issues - in 1929, at its first ever NCJW 
Conference, we pledged to advocate for Agunot and to put pressure 
on the Rabbis to find a solution. 

Issues facing modern day Agunot generally differ from those of earlier 
times. In the past women generally became Agunot as a result of men 
disappearing in war without witnesses. Today, recalcitrant husbands are 
alive but refuse to provide the Gett to women. 

According to Halacha, men must give (initiate) the Gett and women 
receive it. There are a few instances of women refusing to receive but 
the overwhelming majority are women, left in this state of limbo. The 
consequences include the inability to remarry without a Gett the risk of 
subsequent children becoming Mamzerim for ten generations.

The primary search is for a halachic solution to the problem of Agunot. 
However, there have also been attempts to alleviate the situation 
via civil law. To date the most successful solution has been through 
prenuptial agreements, whereby a couple undertake to grant a Gett 
should the marriage fail. Most recently, the Magistrates Court of Victoria 
has held that failing to provide a Gett is an example of overt exploitation 
and unconscionable control that constituted a form of family violence.

At the International Agunah Day Event in Melbourne it was suggested 
that the Bet Din take responsibility to ensure that social sanctions 
against recalcitrant husbands are enforced throughout the community. 
Further the need for increased transparency of the process of obtaining 
a Gett was recognised. It was suggested that the Bet Din play an 
educative role in providing information about the process of divorce 
to engaged couples and the expectations around how one should 
conduct themselves in the event of a failed marriage, as well as 
providing support throughout the process.

Susie Ivany, Vice Pesident NCJWA, Vice Chair Status of Women  
in Jewish Law ICJW

Muslims; for example, in the USA, a Jew 
is six times more likely to be attacked 
than a Muslim; and in Britain, four times 
more likely. Burnside’s erroneous claims 
do justice to neither antisemitism nor to 
Islamophobia. 

Rod Benson of the NSW Council of 
Churches published an article entitled 
“Anti-Semitism takes on a new direction 
in France”. Despite the title, the article 
is not about antisemitism at all. Instead, 
it is about discouraging Islamophobia. 
So why the reference to antisemitism in 
the title?

When mainstream society, including 
media, a church organisation, and a 
human rights advocate, ignore and 
obfuscate the murder of Jews, they are 

subtly downplaying antisemitic murder. 

To counter antisemitism, the first step is 
to acknowledge its existence. One must 
then acknowledge that antisemitism 
is evil, that it affects everyone not just 
Jews, and that it must be fought.  

Whilst ever some in positions of power 
and influence relegate antisemitism to 
a lesser status, for whatever reason, 
through minimisation or omission, the 
virus of antisemitism will continue to 
spread and threaten to engulf whole 
societies. What happened in Germany 
in the 1930s and 1940s seems to have 
been all but forgotten. 

Julie Nathan is Research Officer at the 
Executive Council of Australian Jewry  
www.ecaj.org.au

Join us in Sydney at National Conference   
31 May - 3 June 2015  
Jewish Women Unite 
Be Seen Be Heard 
Enquiries: admin@ncjwnsw.org or president@ncjwa.org.au

 

Unchain My Heart: The Story of  
Gett and Agunah 

Lana Crain, a current Agunah of 16 years; former Agunah 
Esther Althaus; Family Law Barrister, Andrew Strum; Rabbi 
Avrohom Jacks; Debbie Wiener; & Susie Ivany

Kew Chiropractic Centre 
86 High St 
Kew VIC 3101 
Tel: 9853 1100 

Do you get back pain  or neck pain? 
Could your posture be better? 
Are you aching to feel better? 

 
 

Dr Paul Wise and Dr Michelle Kotzman 
(Chiropractors) have been helping people like you 

for over twenty years. 
 
 

Call 9853 1100 for an appointment 
 
 
 

Proud supporters of NCJW 
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When Jewish Lives Don’t Count   Continued from page 3

A New Australian Haggadah

Pesach is almost upon us. The eternal 
paradox is that a festival that celebrates 
freedom is entwined with endless hours of 
preparation so that most women sit at the 
Seder table exhausted.  All those hours of 
preparation/cooking, cleaning, changing 
dishes ... some of us silently (though 
flippantly) wish that our ancestors had 
remained in Egypt. What freedom, we scoff 
as we fall asleep, before we even get to the 
Ma Nishtana.

The famous 18th century, French 
philosopher Jean Jacques Rousseau wrote 
“man is born free but is forever in chains”. 
So whilst we may not be slaves in Egypt any 
more, there still exist the chains of society, 
or the chains of expectations, or, for many 
women, the chains of family violence.

In Australia in each year about one woman 
a week is killed by her partner or former 
partner. Already this year 17 women have 
been killed. That is as at the time of writing. 
By the time this is read there will probably 
be another five or six.

Women are at greatest risk of violence in 
their own home. In Victoria there are about 
65,000 reports to police for family violence. 
And we know that the figures are under 
reported. 

It is quite exciting to be able to review this Haggadah, put out by Stand Up (previously Jewish Aid), for it 
is truly Australian, contemporary and relevant. It is attractive – the art-work captures the tone desired. The 
commentaries and contributions by members of the Jewish community are intelligent and pertinent. Diverse 
voices are heard, women prominent among them. Including four Australian children’s questions is a wonderful 
innovation. The theme of the Shoah is sensitively and appropriately inserted and it is wonderful to have the 
insights of survivors themselves. (This might be the last Haggadah that will be able to make this claim.) I also 
appreciate the Welcome to Country by Aunty Madeline McGrady, Elder of Toomelah & Boggabilla. 

There is just the right amount of commentary, too, so that the seder can be followed easily.

What I find disappointing, in the extreme, is that something contemporary begins the invitation to join the 
blessing with the gender –specific ‘Rabotai’, instead of gender-neutral ‘Chaverai’. And while mentioning my own 
feminist agenda, Rebecca Forgasz’s piece on Miriam’s cup should have been mentioned when describing the 
seder plate, instead of parallel to the welcoming of Eliyahu. It is not there to provide balance to Elijah!

The choice not to translate but to write ‘Adonai ‘ as the address of all the brachot is controversial. It will mean 
that certain segments of the community will not find the publication ‘kosher.’ I understand the desire not to translate the term but there 
are less damaging options. (Bram Presser uses ‘Hashem’). 

I find it confusing that certain terms are not used consistently, including the term ‘Israelite’ and there is random use of capital letters – 
‘Making’ as a gerund in Havdalah but not ‘Redeem’ for the equally important divine intervention in history! The choice of ‘settled’ rather 
than ‘rested’ for ‘shavvat’ in the Friday night Kiddush seems davka – the term ‘rest’ is good enough in the Kiddush for festivals! It is 
a shame that some of these errors were not picked up prior to publication, for this Haggadah is refreshing and will be appreciated at 
Seders across the country.

Peta Jones Pellach, an Australian Olah, is the Director of Educational Activities at The Elijah Interfaith Institute in Jerusalem.

The Haggadah will be on sale at the following locations: Perth Hebrew Congregation; Golds in Sydney and Melbourne; Jewish Museum 
in Melbourne; The Avenue Bookshop in Elsternwick, Melbourne; Berkelouw Books in Sydney or online at:  
http://www.haggadah.com.au/

•	 One	woman	in	three	has	
experienced physical violence, since the 
age of 15.

•	 One	woman	in	five	has	experienced	
sexual violence.

•	 One	woman	in	four	has	experienced	
emotional abuse by a current or former 
partner.

•	 Women	in	Australia	are	three	times	
more likely than men to experience 
violence at the hands of a partner.

•	 Almost	half	of	the	women	who	
experience violence by an ex-partner 
said children had seen or heard the 
violence.

•	 Young	women	(18	–	24	years)	
experience significantly higher rates 
of physical and sexual violence than 
women in older age groups.

There is growing evidence that women 
with a disability are more likely to 
experience violence. For example, 90% 
of Australian women with an intellectual 
disability have been subjected to sexual 
abuse.

Women who can’t receive a Gett 
from their husbands are also victims 
of family violence. For family violence, 
is, at its essence, about control and 
what greater control is there than not 
granting a wife a Gett?

Family violence used to be regarded 
by the police as “just a domestic”.  If 
a woman made a report to the police, 
the response was ” she’ll go back, 
they always do” they would say. And 
the truth is women often do go back. 
We know it takes on average seven 
attempts to leave before they finally 
succeed. We know the reasons for that 
are myriad-shame, lack of finance, lack 
of alternative accommodation, lack of 

real options, fear for the children, fear for pets 
and the hope that perhaps, this time, he might 
change.  We know that women in most cases 
don’t want the relationship to end, they just 
want the violence to stop.

The violence of course may not be physical. 
It may be emotional, the constant put downs, 
if someone is told often enough that they are 
stupid ultimately they believe it. It may be 
psychological-alienating them from friends 
or family; it may be economic-no access 
or very limited access to funds; it may be 
sexual abuse, it may be religious-not allowing 
her to practice her religious beliefs, by, for 
example, sabotaging her attempts to keep 
a kosher home, or by forcing her to adopt  
more stringent practices with which she isn’t 
comfortable.

All of these examples of family violence are 
real and we know that they occur within every 
ethnic group and every economic stratum. 
We know that education and money are no 
barriers to men becoming perpetrators of 
family violence. We also know that educated 
self-reliant women are just as likely to be 
victims of family violence as are non-educated 
women. 

Don’t for a moment think that it happens “over 
there”, for it doesn’t. It happens right here in 
our community and in our homes. The woman 
next to you at the hairdresser or the manicurist 
may be a victim. The nice guy in shul may be 
a perpetrator.  The woman who always wears 
long sleeves, even on the hottest day may be 
a victim. 

So when you sink exhausted into bed after the 
seder, or when you are cleaning and cooking 
and laughing and joking, spare a thought for 
those women who truly are not free: those 
women who are still chained. And let us pray 
that next year, if not sooner, the chains of 
those victims of family violence will be broken.

Debbie Wiener is the Chair of the Jewish Taskforce 
Against Family Violence and is a Barrister practising 
in Family Law. She has worked & written widely in 
the area of family violence and sexual abuse.

Debbie Wiener 



Golden Age Clubs
NCJWA Sections around Australia have long been involved in providing services for the 
Senior members of our community, from home visiting and assistance through to seniors 
clubs and outings.

In Victoria a special program for Jewish seniors from the former Soviet Union has been run 
for a number of years. Today these Golden Age Clubs provide participants with access 
to Jewish activity and Yiddishkeit, as well as assistance with integration into their local 
communities.

The three Golden Age Clubs are located in South Melbourne, St Kilda and Prahran areas 
and have over 200 regular attendees. Each Club meets fortnightly for social get-togethers, 
outings, excursions and other relevant activities within the Jewish and wider community. 
Special events are also held to celebrate all major Jewish festivals.

The clubs are run by our GAC coordinator Nellie Khoroshina and have been funded through 
a grant from ‘The Social Services for Nazi victims have been supported by a grant from the 
Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany’.

Additional funding from the Victorian Health Department’s CALD Seniors Grants program has assisted some of our seniors from the 
former Soviet Union to also join our regular NCJWA Tuesday Seniors Club. We know this has been successful because at least one of 
the regular bingo players says she can now count in Russian!

Of course this is only one area of NCJWA Victoria’s Seniors activities which also include weekly (Tuesdays and Wednesdays) seniors 
clubs based at NCJWA’s Caulfield premises, one-on-one seniors computer classes, current affairs discussion group and Books Out 
Loud, which sees volunteers bringing books to life for seniors residing in residential facilities.

 Community Services Canberra
Community service provided through NCJWA Canberra Section takes many different 
guises. This year we participated in the organisation, packing and delivery of Mishloach 
Manot (traditional Purim food gifts), with the intended recipients being the elderly, the sick 
and newer families to the ACT Jewish community. This project was carried out in close 
association with the ACT Jewish Community Inc.

Our gift bags contained a variety of items, wine, biscuits, different kinds of sweets and of 
course, many Hamantashen, traditional and more modern flavour interpretations. While our 
members may have been tempted to sample the goodies, we were mostly able to resist. 
Our enthusiastic volunteers happily arranged the food items in colourful gift bags, finally 
tying a lovely presentation card, with curled ribbon, to each bag. 

Our older generation had planned a traditionally inspired card, but ACT Community’s 
wonderful new young Rabbi, Alon Meltzer, thought they were perhaps a touch boring - so 

he designed a more upbeat card with a picture of Hamantashen on the front. It felt really rewarding for all those who helped participate 
in this happy project and to bring something of our community into the homes of those people who receive our Mishloach Manot.

Yvette Goode

NCJWA serving the community

My first awareness of NCJWA was as a pre-teen when every now and again the ‘NCJWA’ lady (Essie Wieselman) would come to our 
place to pick up a bag of our ‘hand me down’ clothes. Mum explained that one of the most important parts of being Jewish was to 
always think of and help other people. Our clothes would be either given away to people in need, via NCJWA, or sold to make money 
to help others.

Community service has been the backbone of NCJWA since its formation in the 1920s. Every NCJWA Section is involved in providing 
hands-on community service, yet it is other Council activities that received a higher profile (whether these be advocacy, empowerment, 
Israel, Jewish people, or fundraising).

 “Some things never change and the women of NCJWA continue to have the needs of others at the forefront of their agendas - 
the welfare of women and children, the elderly, the disadvantaged and the lonely.” Jillian Green, National Co-coordinator NCJWA 
Community Service commented.

What has changed and evolved over the years is the nature of the Community Services provided through NCJWA. Our society, people 
and needs have changed, yet NCJWA continues to evolve, adapt and provided much needed services to our communities.

The welcoming of immigrants, home and hospital visits, meals on wheels and assisting the Jewish Aged are just a few of the services 
we have provided. The new 21st Century projects such as Mum for Mum/Caring Mums, the Jewish Women’s Breast Cancer Network, 
assisting women’s refuges and providing computer training for older community members is evidence of our continued relevance.

One of our continuing challenges has been the massive change in women’s’ lives from predominately stay at home roles, to being in 
the workforce. “It is important to also note that today our mainly well-educated younger generation of women have totally different lives 
and interests to that of their mothers and grandmothers.” Jillian Green said.

It is important that we demonstrate our ongoing relevance to younger women and entice them to join us in providing the women 
power to meet the needs and provide essential services for the future of our Jewish communities.

More information about our community service activity is available via www.ncjwa.org.au/portfolios/community-services or by contacting your local 
NCJWA Section.

Andrea Cooper, Assistant Editor Bulletin

Having fun NCJWA Seniors style 

NCJWA Canberra team preparing Mishloach 
Manot gifts L-R: Janet Frommer, Sally McDonald, 
Fleur Wimborne, Anita Shroot, Yvette Goode 
(photo: Robert Cussel)



Jewish Women’s Breast Cancer Network 
In the 21st century supporting women through encouraging health and well-
being is also providing an essential community service. 

NCJWA NSW is passionate about their Jewish Women’s Breast Cancer 
Network (JWBCN) program as breast cancer affects so many and Jews are 
particularly at risk. The gene fault that causes these cancers is prevalent in 
one in 50 throughout the Jewish Community but only one in 500 in the wider 
community.

For JWBCN co-chairs Mandi Chonowitz-Jacobson and Isabelle Shapiro OAM, 
involvement in the program is about helping others and making a difference in 
the community.

“This is a wonderful opportunity to reach even more people and provide a 
platform to disseminate knowledge about health and wellbeing for all”, says 

Mandi. “We are now expanding the program to include related cancers as well”.

The JWBCN conducts information seminars and health workshops as well as health related evenings with guest speakers such 
as Professor Kerryn Phelps AM.

The highlight of the program’s annual calendar is its Pink Sunday event held in October, with the aim to engage the Jewish and 
wider community. It’s a celebration of life, a family day to raise awareness, encourage healthy living and raise funds for BCNA.

Isabelle Shapiro also represents JWBCN at national conferences, advocating on behalf of women with breast cancer.

Victoria Nadel

Shrouded in Mystery
Most of us have had no need to be concerned with the specifics of how our loved ones 
are buried. In Judaism the custom is for a voluntary communal organisation, a Chevra 
Kaddisha, to manage and arrange all the requirements of Jewish burial.

Today in the larger Australian Jewish communities, such as Melbourne and Sydney, 
the Chevra Kaddisha is a professional burial/ funeral organisation. However, in 
smaller Jewish centres the conduct of the Chevra Kaddisha remains a vital voluntary 
communal service.

Twice a year approximately 15 women from the Brisbane Jewish Community gather 
together to sew and prepare the shrouds that will be needed in the coming months. 
This is a rarely talked about task in which NCJWA Brisbane Section members play a 
vital role in the community.

The shroud/Chevra Kaddisha working bees are held at the Southside Synagogue. The 
participants bring their own sewing machines and equipment. Together they cut the pure white cotton cloth and sew the shroud 
garments as prescribed by Jewish law. Three piece sets of pant, shirt and coats are prepared as well as bonnets for women. 
(Men are buried with a kippa and also their own personal tallit.)

NCJWA WA and Canberra Section members also contribute in this vital community service.  All are also happy to help train 
women who wish to become involved, to gain the sewing skills and knowledge required. This is perhaps one of the most 
traditional community services in which a Jewish woman can participate.  

 

Empowering Single Jewish Women & Effective  
Relationship Programs
“This program has given me the confidence and understanding and ability to stand up for myself more, I now feel I can be 
honest and I know more of what I want and do not want from a relationship.”

Over the years NCJWA has run programs to support vulnerable and marginalised Jewish women. In Victoria, Gandel 
Philanthropy is currently funding two complementary programs. The first provides participants with an understanding of 
the emotional and practical issues involved in marriage breakdown and/or separation. The other, the Effective Relationship 
Program, focuses on participants’ own relationship styles and communication.

Both programs contribute to strengthening the women’s relationship with their families and, in particular, their children, who also 
often experience marginalisation through their parents’ separation. The programs also work to improve participant’s self-worth, 
providing insight into their own behaviours and enabling the formation of positive relationships.
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NCJWA serving the community

Brisbane Section Shroud sewing working bee

L-R  Victoria Nadel, Professor Kerryn Phelps AM, Isabelle 
Shapiro OAM, Maya Pollak, Mandi Chonowitz-Jacobson.



As a psychiatrist, psychoanalyst and observant Jewish woman, I long wondered how I might use my 
professional training to contribute to the community that I love. Around fifteen years ago, I got that 
opportunity. Rabbi Avi Weiss was starting a new orthodox smicha program in New York , YCT (Yeshivat 
Chovevei Torah) Rabbinical School and asked me to create the pastoral counseling program. I felt honored, 
excited, and somewhat at sea.  Not only did I not know what pastoral education for rabbis should look like, 
there were no comprehensive syllabi out there to draw from. So, I met with folks from existing programs and 
I drew from my own training. Eighty-five musmachim later, and a book entitled, This is Hard to Talk About: A 
Jewish Guide to Pastoral Counseling pending, I feel like I am on my way.

Most Jewish clergy are not formally trained to deal with the pastoral component of their work.  Their formal 
education emphasizes text erudition over interpersonal skill development. Although some rabbis have good 
instincts as listeners and advisors, many become quite anxious when put in the role of first responder to 
the raw situations that inevitably arise in every day life. The sheer intensity of human need overwhelms even 

those rabbis naturally talented in counseling. 

Clergy regularly hear pleas for help like “ …our son is dating someone of another faith”, “…I’m gay and I can’t keep it a secret from my family 
any longer”, “...my mother is in a coma on life support and I have to make an important decision”, “...I’m having a crisis of faith” or  “…I’m 
being abused by my teacher”. Those who are not naturally inclined or trained to attend to such sensitive pastoral needs are likely to stumble 
through to the detriment of those they are trying to help. 

Pastoral counseling training involves learning how important it is for the rabbi to listen. My goal, through classes, role-play, fieldwork and 
process groups in which students discuss feelings in a confidential setting, is to cultivate “emotional intelligence”.  My main goal is to help 
rabbis quiet down inside so that they can listen. 

Pastoral counseling requires a special kind of listening, one that is active, compassionate and non-judgmental. This takes a lot of work. The 
rabbi must stay in touch with his own emotional pulse, evaluate urgency and think through his role in any given pastoral encounter. He must 
understand how maintaining boundaries provides emotional support and religious guidance in the here and now situation as well as going 
forward. He needs to listen as to whether deeper issues lie behind seeming routine questions. 

For example, a couple coming to ask procedural questions about their upcoming wedding might benefit from discussion as to how they 
envision married life. Similarly, a person dealing with an increasingly frail parent might appreciate the opportunity to explore sensitive 
issues relevant to aging and dependence. In addition to tact and common sense about regular lifecycle events, rabbis need to have basic 
knowledge about common issues of human struggle and suffering. This includes marital and family dynamics, depression, anxiety and 
addictions. 

I am grateful to have had the opportunity to blend my passion for psychological inquiry and Jewish life. The feedback from our musmachim 
confirms that basic grounding in pastoral counseling helps them communicate the vibrancy of Judaism as well as guide people through 
life challenges. As I travel and speak to different communities, I appreciate more and more how people yearn for a Torah relevant to their 
everyday lives. Pastoral counseling training prepares and supports rabbis to be the best spiritual leaders they can be. I feel blessed, as an 
orthodox, Jewish women, to contribute to Klal Yisroel through the program at YCT and in my teaching in the larger Jewish world.

Michelle Friedman, MD is Chair of Pastoral Counseling at YCT Rabbinical School in New York City, an Associate Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at The Mt. 
Sinai Hospital and Medical Center, and in private practice in Manhattan.

Responding to Violence against Women and Chidren:

Supporting Rabbis in their Role As Pastoral Counselors 

Michelle Friedman, M.D.

A few years ago, as I was sitting in 
the middle of a shopping center, I 
was surprised to see a teenager of 
approximately 16 years of age, whom 
I never met before, sat down next to 
me. I asked her “What happened? Do 
you need something? Is everything 
ok?” She kept looking at me and said 
nothing in response. Eventually I asked 
her “Did someone hurt you?” to which 
she replied “Yes.” It took only a few 
minutes to learn about the abuse from 
which she was suffering by the hands of 
a close relative. 

I have since repeated this story many times 
when speaking to parents and teachers. 
I tell this story to show them that the right 
question, at the right time, can make the 
world of a difference. It can open the door 
for a teenager or a young adult and invite 
them to tell their story.

The calls to the Haifa Rape Crisis Center’s 
Hotline teach us a sad lesson about the 
facts of sexual violence: 76% of the victims 
are children and teenagers (under 18). 
Another disturbing fact is that most of 
these assaults are reported years after they 
occurred, after the child becomes a young 
adult, or simply – an adult. In other words, 
the younger the victim of the sex crime, the 
longer it will take him or her to report the 
crime and seek help.

Children don’t tell us about the trauma they 
experienced because they instinctually 
understand that no adult in their life would 
be willing to listen and believe them. They 
are right. The majority of teachers and 
educators in Israel do not participate in 
professional training for dealing with sexual 
violence. As such, they lack the knowledge 
and skills to face the issue of sexual 

Open the Door to Them

Shani Aloni

violence within their classes. This is why 
the vast majority of children bury their story 
deep inside for many years – and some of 
them continue to be victimized by the same 
perpetrator or by others – until they grow up.

Our education department conducts 
workshops that provide teachers and 
educational staff with methods to identify 
signs of trauma and distress and ask the 
right questions at the right time. I believe that 
if the girl that I met at a shopping mall had a 
teacher trained in such methods, she would 
have been asked whether someone was 
hurting her long before I bumped into her. 
Potentially, this teacher could have reached 
out to her and saved her months, or maybe 
years, of suffering. 

I turn to teachers and principals in Israel 
and elsewhere, and ask them to make 
preventative education in the field of sexual 
violence mandatory in every school. Let’s 
open the door to every child who needs us. 

Shani Aloni, Executive Director Haifa Rape 
Crisis Center (An earlier version of this story was 
published in Ma’ariv daily newspaper on  
uly 8, 2014)



The woman arrived at Mayyim Hayyim, in Boston Massachusetts, looking ashen. 
She came for her monthly immersion and told the Mikveh Guide that she was a 
regular user of the Kesher Israel Mikveh in Washington, DC.  She was badly shaken 
by the day’s news that Rabbi Barry Freundel spied on women as they disrobed and 
prepared for their immersions there. This peeping tom undermined the sanctity of the 
Mivkeh, and has left the orthodox world reeling.

Our Mikveh Guide took care of the woman the way our volunteers treat everyone: 
present when needed, stepping back when appropriate. By the end of the evening 
our visitor was effusive about her experience and overwhelming gratitude that 
Mayyim Hayyim had been there for her, especially at that particularly painful moment 
in her life. 

As Executive Director of Mayyim Hayyim Living Waters Community Mikveh and 
Education Center in Newton, Massachusetts, the news from Washington DC horrified me, because mikveh should be the 
pinnacle of safety in the Jewish community. For more than a decade, Mayyim Hayyim has worked to ensure not only a baseline 
of security, but also to be attuned to each person’s needs so that their visit can also be one of spiritual meaning and fulfillment. 

I know that such an abuse of trust would be impossible at our mikveh because instead of being a place where control is 
concentrated into the hands of the few, Mayyim Hayyim is the epitome of openness and transparency. As an independent 
501(c)3 organization we have our own board of directors who oversees organizational policy, a Rav HaMachshir who ensures 
that the collection and immersion pools are kosher, a Clergy Advisory Committee who clarifies questions around usage of the 
mikveh, an Executive Director, a Mikveh and Education Director, and 160 volunteer Mikveh Guides who facilitate immersions 
with respect, dignity and modesty. The point is not so much the particulars of our leadership, but rather the importance of 
multiple stakeholders who own pieces of the whole and ensure that checks and balances are in place. Furthermore, women’s 
voices and leadership are central to our existence, not some afterthought of a committee whose primary purpose is to choose 

In the light of the Child Sexual Abuse Scandal that has rocked the Australian Jewish 
community, it is important that we remain alert to our children’s behaviours. Very often a 
child puts out signals for help. If it is possible to recognise that something is awry or very 
wrong, it may be that early intervention could protect your child from further harm.  

If there is early intervention, not only can you stop bad things happening, you can also 
create the possibility that those very bad things do not actually eventuate in long-term 
damage to the growing child and that those events can just be put away as “something 
that happened that shouldn’t have”. For it is not the touching itself, the lying with the 
child on the floor, or even the penetrative sex that is done to the child that is so bad – it 
is the meaning of those things – the sexualisation of a child before their time, the view 
that they learn that they have no control or responsibility for their own bodies, the loss of 
childhood and innocence, the fear and the guilt, the sense of being different and in the 
wrong, the feelings of shame.  It is those things that we stop when we rescue a child 

from a perpetrator, and it is those things that are much more damaging even than physical pain inflicted.

What might we see in our children that means more than everyday variation in behaviour? Well, all children cry, but if your 
previously stoic child (of any age) becomes a real whinger, then maybe something is wrong.  In younger children, wetting 
the bed after previously being toilet trained is a common response to stress, although it does not necessarily have to be 
stress about sexual abuse. Of course, you would always gently ask a child whether they have any worries, anything they are 
concerned about, if these events occur with any frequency – if they don’t tell you straight away (they may have been told it was 
a secret), let them know – often – that there is nothing so bad they can’t share it with you. A big concern is when a child seems 
to be ashamed of having you coming in to the bathroom with them, or complains of soreness around the buttocks or vaginal 
region, and this must always be investigated. It is not inevitable that the stress is sinister, but when there is abuse this is often a 
consequence.

Depending on the age of the child, behaviours of concern include school refusal, somatic complaints (headaches or tummy 
aches are most common) that lead to missing school, unwillingness to do homework for one teacher, reluctance to go to school 
on a day that a certain teacher is involved, or any other school avoidance tactics.  

I am always concerned when children have no friends, or refuse to engage with them.  If they withdraw from friendship groups, 
or prefer to be socially isolated, they may be indicating a more general unhappiness or depression.  The task is then to uncover 
the cause of that unhappiness, as it may have nothing to do with their peers. Perhaps they are being abused, and now feel 
different, or ashamed.

Changes in behaviour of any kind may be caused by stress, and it may be hard to clarify what that stressor is. Having an 
ongoing connection with the child, a special time for each child on a regular basis, where you are listening – not just to their 
words – will give the child space to reveal secrets to you, and that is what they need to do. When they know that they are not 
alone, and not responsible for bad things that happen to them, then they are immediately emotionally protected.  Not only will 
they be less likely to tolerate inappropriate behaviours from others, but they will know they have an ally who can fight for them 
and help them to be safe again.

Adjunct Associate Professor Amanda Gordon is Principal Clinical Psychologist Armchair Psychology Practice, Sydney  
www.armchairpsychology.com.au

Being Alert to Signs of Stress or Abuse

Peace of Mindat the Mikveh 

Our response to the Child Sexual Abuse Scandal & the Mikveh Scandal is to explore 
action that can and is being taken in order to avoid these problems arising in the future.

Carrie Bornstein

Amanda Gordon
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On Wednesday 11 March, Malvina Malinek OAM was inducted into the 
Victorian Honour Roll of Women. In this she has joined a remarkable group of 
women, who have been acknowledged for their achievements, contributions, 
demonstrated leadership and excellence in their fields.

Malvina is well known to those of us involved with NCJWA, as a leader, advocate 
and past NCJWA National and State President. She also continues to serve on 
ICJW. She is a vibrant enquiring woman who goes out of her way to champion 
causes she believes in and to mentor those of us around her.

The list of Malvina’s achievements is long, starting with her pioneering medical 
research in published in the early 1960s into Thyroid function during pregnancy, which has led to 
the prevention of miscarriage for many women.  As her professional life took a back seat to family, 
she switched to voluntary work and advocacy on behalf of women.  Through her involvement with 
NCJWA Malvina worked tirelessly for the rights of women from not just the Jewish community but 
across all segments of society. As far back as 1990 she oversaw the NCJWA submission to the 
Victorian Government on Domestic Violence.  

Malvina currently holds the Status of Women Chair at the National Council of Women Victoria. 
In 2013 she released a brochure Respect for Women which has since received international 
acclaim at the UN Commission on the Status of Women, for its focus to assist women with CALD 
backgrounds know their rights and responsibilities.

Shkoyach 
Andrea Cooper

NCJW is proud to have one of our own taking up a senior position in the 
Jewish community. In a changing of guard at the Jewish Community Council 
of Victoria (JCCV) Jennifer Huppert became the new president in November 
2014. Jennifer has been a valuable member of the Jewish Community since 
her student days and has served both the Jewish Community along with the 
wider community for many years. She was a member of the NCJW Status of 

Women group in the early 1990’s as well as the secretary of NCJWA National Board.

From the earliest age she was inspired and brought up to believe in giving back to the community. 
She is the 4th generation member of her family who have played active roles within the Melbourne 
Jewish community, in organisations such as Melbourne Hebrew Ladies Benevolent Society 
and B’nai B’rith.  Jennifer has been influenced by her parents’ commitment  to the ideals of 
community service, social justice and human rights.

Family is central to her being, Pesach is her favourite festival because Seder night it is all about 
the family sitting together, to eat and remember and to discuss our history and tradition.

We wish Jennifer all the best in her new role and are sure she will continue to be in inspiration and 
guiding light in the Jewish community. 

Danielle Jones-Resnik

Our congratulations go to Sylvia Deutsch on the receipt of a well-deserved 
Order of Australia. When Sylvia moved to Canberra in 1980, she could not have 
imagined the impact she would have on the local Jewish community and on the 
wider Australian society. For a short 30 years Sylvia has played a significant role in 
the Canberra Jewish community and, through her involvement in NCJWA, in the 
status of women. 

She has been continuously involved in National Council of Jewish Women of Australia (NCJWA) 
Canberra Section and was President from 1986 to 1988. Sylvia has held a number of positions 
on the National Executive of NCJWA, including Chair of Resolutions 1988-2003, Chair of 
Nominations and Elections 2003-present, as well as being the representative of Canberra 
Section. This involvement with Jewish women’s organisations she learned at a young age from 
her mother. Her vital role in Council has been acknowledged previously with President’s and Gold 
Honour Badges.

Whilst NCJWA has been a constant in her life so have other communal involvements. She has 
held positions in the ACT Jewish Community Inc as well being President of the ACT branch of the 
Australian Jewish Historical Society. Amongst her other activities, Sylvia has also been a Canberra 
correspondent for the Australian Jewish News.

Perhaps we can all take a lead from her own personal response to this award:

“I feel very humbled to receive this award. I have always done volunteer work for the satisfaction 
of making a difference, not for recognition, so it’s a little overwhelming to be singled out with this 
honour.”

Andrea Cooper

shower curtains and paint colors.

Mayyim Hayyim – along with a handful 
of community-run mikva’ot – has proven 
that mikveh can be a place for spiritual 
nourishment and replenishment for the entire 
Jewish community.

By creating a culture of “yes” Mayyim Hayyim 
welcomes people to experience the mikveh 
on their own terms with respect for all. Like 
our guests, our volunteer Mikveh Guides 
are male, female, transgender; black, white, 
Asian; Jews-by-birth and Jews-by-choice; 
they are single, married, divorced and 
widowed; they are social workers, teachers, 
computer programmers and retirees. This 
diversity means that everyone who walks 
through the door knows that they belong. 

At Mayyim Hayyim, we offer our guests 
precious time to reflect and connect. Over the 
years women and men have told me things 
like, “When I go to synagogue I feel like I’m on 
someone else’s schedule; I’m always rushing 
to catch up. At Mayyim Hayyim I can slow 
down and communicate with God at my own 
pace.” 

The commanded reasons for immersion are 
about marking transitions: from not Jewish to 
Jewish, from single to married, from a time 
of physical separation to a time of intimacy. 
Today, the mikveh provides Jewish meaning 
to a wide range of life transitions. 

In the past eleven years, Mayyim Hayyim has 
hosted 14,000 immersions for Jews of all 
backgrounds and descriptions. Their stories 
are inspiring.

•	 After	an	unmarried	woman	spent	four	
years navigating the adoption process, she 
invited 60 people to Mayyim Hayyim for her 
daughter’s conversion to Judaism and naming 
ceremony. 

•	 Another	woman	has	immersed	nearly	
every Friday afternoon since 2004, using the 
mikveh as part of her Shabbat preparations. 

•	 One	woman	drove	four	hours	to	immerse	
at Mayyim Hayyim to mark her survival and 
exit from a years-long abusive relationship.

•	 And	there’s	the	woman	who	decided	she	
was ready to stop wearing her wedding ring 
some years after the death of her husband, 
marking the transition with a visit to the 
mikveh, removing it for the last time as she 
prepared to immerse.

People around the world are coming to 
believe that the mikveh should be a place of 
beauty, respect, safety, and welcome. And 
Mayyim Hayyim is sharing our resources, 
which are now in use all over the world. The 
scandal that took place in Washington, DC 
served as a wakeup call to insure safety at 
all mikva’ot, but it was also a challenge for all 
communities to ensure access to the kind of 
mikveh experience available to Jews in the 
greater Boston area. And that should be a 
right for all Jews, everywhere.

 
Carrie Bornstein, Executive Director, Mayyim 
Hayyim Living Waters Community Mikveh and Paula 
Brody & Family Education Center  
ww.mayyimhayyim.org

Peace of Mind  
at the Mikveh  
Continued from page 9

Malvina Malinek OAM- An Honourable Woman

Jennifer Huppert: A Powerful Woman

Congratulating Sylvia Deutsch OAM
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I like asking 
Rabbis 
challenging 
questions. 
Even as a 
child when 
the class 
clamour 
would dim 
in reverence 

as soon as the Rabbi appeared for his 
weekly visit, I’d drop whatever crayon I 
was attacking and ask him something 
like: “have you ever French-braided 
your beard just for fun?” 

Perhaps in my naivety, I simply 
associated the round-bellied bearded 
man with the comfort of other cuddly 
figures like grandfathers and Santa 
Claus, who in my experience had been 
willing to answer all sorts of questions 
… “Grandpa, how come your teeth are 
straighter now than they were when you 
got married?” and “Do you deliver to 
Jewish kids too?” 

As I reached high school, the questions 
became slightly more advanced. I 
remember a time when I asked a 
Rabbi to explain the conundrum of 
not being allowed to mix meat and 

Although we generally focus on slavery 
and oppression in the context of Pesach, 
when we consider Purim through a feminist 
lens we can clearly see gender-based 
oppression and the opportunity for feminist 
activism on Tannit Esther. Already an 
international day for focusing on Agunah 
rights, Dr Bonna Devora Haberman argues 
there is much more at stake.

Megillat Esther begins with an account 
of elaborate and indulgent feasting in the 
court of a bungling King, Achashverosh. 
Amidst the debauchery, the Queen, Vashti 
, is summoned to display her beauty, 
perhaps naked, before the King and 
his revellers. When she refuses, she is 
summarily banished. The royal court fears 
a women’s uprising inspired by Vashti’s 
defiance. 

Following his advisors’ counsel to put 
down the potential feminist movement, 
Achashverosh decrees that every woman, 
young and old, must honor and submit 
to her male spouse, the inviolable ruler of 
his house. In order to assuage the injury 
to the king’s machismo and appease his 
desire, the court decrees an imperial beauty 
contest by which the unruly Queen Vashti 
will be replaced.

The king and his appointees “gather” 
attractive young women from throughout 
the vast empire, take them from their 
families to the capital city, Shushan, and 
put them under custody of the guard over 
the king’s harem. Each night, Achashverosh 

sleeps with one young woman to test 
her candidacy for the throne.

These verses make male sovereign 
entitlement explicit—to capture, 
transport, have sex with, control, 
and confine women according to 
his pleasure. There is no resistance 
expressed in the text.

Among the women “gathered”, Esther 
was a Jewish refugee whose ancestors 
had been sent into exile at the time of 
the destruction of the First Temple. 

The activity of taking women, 
transporting them across borders, 
forced sex, and confinement is known 
today as trafficking into prostitution. 
A March 2014 report, “Prostitution, 
trafficking and modern slavery in 
Europe” by the Committee on Equality 
and Non-Discrimination states,

Trafficking in human beings is a hideous 
human rights violation and one of the 
most lucrative activities for criminal 
organisations worldwide. . . . In Europe, 
trafficking for sexual exploitation is 
by far the most widespread form: an 
estimated 84% of victims are trafficked 
for this purpose.

Megillat Esther demonstrates a 
process—applicable historically and 
today—by which culture makes women 
into sexual commodities.

Esther transforms from a passive 

object of her fate, to a commanding force 
who ultimately takes responsibility for the 
destiny of her people. Risking her own life, 
she confronts the king about the edict he 
has sealed to destroy the Jewish People 
throughout the empire.

I suggest that we read Esther’s plea as a 
reference not only to her people, Jews, 
but to her people, women. She herself had 
earlier been confined among a harem of 
women, selected and primed for sex with 
the king. She recognizes oppression doubly, 
as woman and a Jew.

Let us call for activism against trafficking 
in women and prostitution on the Fast 
of Esther. Esther’s fast creates a unique 
convergence of spiritual and political, an 
opportunity to inspect and strategize against 
evil.

Ta’anit Esther, the Fast of Esther which 
precedes Purim, can become a compelling 
Jewish moment uniquely sanctified for 
solidarity with oppressed women.

May we honor the inspiring legacy of Esther!  
Fast! 

Dr. Bonna Devora Haberman has written widely 
on Judaism & feminism,. Her work includes Israeli 
Feminism Liberating Judaism: Blood and Ink . 
Her writings can be found on the the International 
Council of Jewish Women (ICJW) website 
www.icjw.org/education-training.aspx as well as 
at: bonnadevorahaberman.wordpress.com

milk, when cooking chickens with 
eggs was permitted. “Well Tami, when 
you eat spaghetti, do you use a fork 
or do you use your hands?”, his eyes 
bulged intensely. “I use a fork” I replied. 
“And why don’t you eat the spaghetti 
with your hands?” I told him that 
beyond impracticality, it wouldn’t be an 
appropriate display of good manners. 
“There’s your answer!” he retorted with 
a vigorous thrust of his index finger. 

I left the class feeling even more 
perplexed than when I had arrived. 

To my surprise, the tables turned last 
year when I told an old acquaintance-
turned-Rabbi that I had recently 
become a Marriage Celebrant, 
specialising in creating Jewish wedding 
ceremonies for couples where one 
person is Jewish and the other is 
not. He mused, “So, how would you 
respond to someone who accused you 
of facilitating and thereby encouraging 
people to ‘marry out?’” 

“Well,” I started, “people have been 
marrying out of the faith before I 
became qualified and will continue to do 
so. If there were no Jewish celebrants 
then those couples might have a civil 

ceremony devoid of any Jewish ritual 
at all, which would be a huge shame. 
Furthermore, most people who come 
to me for my services have already 
considered and approached their Rabbi 
to marry them only to be turned away 
- which is understandable – but I think 
that tactic can make the non-Jewish 
person feel like an outcast and bring 
the Jewish person shame which in turn, 
perpetuates the inclination to distance 
themselves from Judaism altogether. In 
my experience, quite often it has been 
the non-Jewish bride or groom who is 
more enthusiastic about incorporating 
Jewish customs into their wedding and 
bringing their children up in a home 
aligned with Jewish values. So, I might 
actually be encouraging people to 
‘Marry in.’”  

The Rabbi sighed, “It’s a little more 
complex than that.” I agreed with him to 
an extent, but feeling the urge to push 
my point without really knowing how: 
“let me put it differently” I said, stroking 
my invisible French-braided beard 
“when you eat spaghetti, do you use a 
fork or do you use your hands?” 

Tami Sussman is an entertainer & civil 
marriage celebrant from Sydney 
sussmania.wordpress.com 

BLOG SPOT: JEWISH SPAGHETTI

TAKE A STAND AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING
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Section with experience in the field and a senior public servant 
who recently led a major departmental pollution emergency 
program. 

Council Shabbat on 28 February was held in the Orthodox 
synagogue (last year it was with the Progressives) and Canberra 
Section steering committee member Jo Dixon delivered the 
drasha following the service on the weekly portion and also on 
the role of NCJWA and ICJW in working for women’s rights, 
especially agunot. Kiddush was provided afterwards under the 
able direction of steering committee member Janet Frommer. 

We are looking forward to our 60th anniversary celebration 
which will be held on Sunday 17 May. This will be a cocktail 
party at the National Jewish Memorial Centre. The Canberra 
Section was formed on 28 April 1955 with the encouragement 
of former National President the late Vera Cohen MBE  We 
have invited NCJWA National President Di Hirsh OAM to be 
our guest speaker. Our interstate NCJWA members are most 
welcome to attend; please RSVP as per contact details below.

Sylvia Deutsch OAM 
Contact NCJWA Canberra: 
02 6295 1052 between 9.30am and 3.00pm weekdays or /- 
ACT Jewish Community Inc via  
actadmin@canberrajewishcommunity.org 

In reference to the Holocaust, Never Again means to never 
forget, to teach it to our children and to let others know what 
happened in order that it is never repeated.  In keeping with 
this, Gold Coast Section hosted a beautiful function with 
Holocaust survivor, Richard Rozen OAM on 22 November. The 
audience was held captive as Richard told his story of survival 
as a child in a time and place no child should be in. 

With the help of talented little Noah Jackson, the story came 
alive. Noah played the young Richard Rozen in the film ‘My 
Name is Richard Rozen’, which was screened on the night.

After Shabbat on 14 March we held a film evening at the Gold 
Coast Hebrew Congregation where we screened the movie 
‘The Gett- the Trial of Viviene Amsalem’.

Congratulations to Sylvia Deutsch OAM on her well-deserved 
Australia Day Honour.

Also mazeltov to our own Leonore and Stan Maradeen on the 
occasion of their 60th (Diamond) Anniversary on 20 March. 
Leonore has been a dedicated and wonderful volunteer over 
the many years she has been part of Council. Her catering 
has also been unparalleled! We wish both of them many more 
happy years to come.

Luckily, we have her daughter, Rayna, taking after her mum!

Wishing all members a happy and kosher Pesach

Tammy Raanan-Ota, NCJWA Gold Coast News Editor

Contact NCJWA Gold Coast: 
President:  Barbara Stewart-Kann OAM 0412 377 488 or  PO 
Box 6619, Gold Coast Mail Centre , Bundall  Qld 9726

IIn late November we once again attended the Sinai 
College Awards night. This year the our part scholarship 
went to David Marcus and the Citizenship Award to Star 
Hunter-Furman.

Our opening dinner for the year was a Jerusalem night 
was held on Saturday 31 January with Yotam Ottolenghi 
inspired food.  An enjoyable night was had with some glued 
to the television with the Queensland election results and 
the final of the Asia Cup with Australia and South Korea. A 
special thanks to our hosts Shirley and Pepsi Sheftz.

Our February meeting was held on Monday 16th with 
guest speaker Max Borchardt. Max is a bee keeper in the 
inner city Brisbane area. We learnt a lot about the lives and 
cycles of bees and had some interesting honey to taste.

As I write this report we are looking forward to the Monday 
16 March meeting, which for the first time in many years 
will be held during the day. We will gather to listen to Louise 
Davis from Kids Help Line.

Wishing everyone a pleasant Pesach

Carolyn Goldsmith OAM 
President NCJWA Brisbane

Contact NCJWA Brisbane:  
Carolyn Goldsmith 0407 145 739 or  
cfgold@bigpond.net.au 

On Sunday 30 November our movie night at the National 
Jewish Memorial Centre attracted a good crowd, with the 
screening of award winning Israeli film ‘The Ballad of the 
Weeping Spring’. 

The year ended with a talk on Gender Violence and Jewish 
Ethics on Sunday 7 December. Lawyer Ellyse Borghi used 
traditional texts which were a mix of legal rulings on the 
punishments in various scenarios (eg rape of a virgin), 
admonitions for harmonious relations between a couple, 
and the preservation of the family unit as the basis of 
society. The talk marked NCJWA Founder’s Day and also 
the annual 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence 
Campaign from UN International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women (25 November each year) to 10 
December, Human Rights Day. 

Our first function for 2015 was an environment/membership 
morning tea on Sunday15 February at the home of Adele 
Rosalky, with guest speaker Yaeli Liebowitz talking about 
Our Environment: everything is not awesome, but it is 
connected. Yaeli is a former co-convenor of the Canberra 

Brisbane

Gold Coast

Canberra

News from the Sections

Gender Violence and Jewish Ethics Evening: L- R: Sarit Cohen (partly 
obscured), Alan Shroot, Ilana Sasson, Anita Shroot and speaker Ellyse 
Borghi reading the printout of texts at the talk on gender violence.

A captive Audience listens to Richard Rozen



was The Honourable Gabrielle Upton MP, Member for 
Vaucluse.

Our calendar year concluded on Monday 8 December with 
a library evening. This marked NCJWA Founder’s Day and 
Human Rights Day with the topic Jewish Women Rebels. 
Our facilitator was Australian author and broadcaster 
Rachael Kohn,

Our 2015 program commenced in Tuesday 17 February 
when we marked Tu B’Shvat with a documentary 
screening of ‘Living for Tomorrow- Untold Stories by 
Pioneering Women of Israel’

This year promises to be busy especially with the NCJWA 
National Conference to be held in Sydney from 31 May 
to 3 June. Preparations are well underway and we look 
forward to welcoming all to NSW. 

Victoria Nadel, President NCJWA NSW

Contact NCJWA NSW 
Office hours - 02 9363 0257 or  
admin@ncjwnsw.org 

The later months of 2014 were busy for a number of 
NCJWA Victoria’s on-going programs especially Caring 
Mums which in August received a special Award from the 
Victorian Multicultural Commission. Shortly after Caring 
Mums also received a grant from The City of Bayside. Then 
in February Caring Mums commenced north of ‘the river’ 
in the City of Yarra. We are now providing this support 
service to pregnant women and mothers of children under 
12 months, in six municipal areas. Our many thanks to 
the supporting Councils and our dedicated Caring Mums 
team, volunteers and donors.

On Shabbat afternoon 25 October we participated in our 
own Shabbat Project event, when about 30 people (men 
and women) attended a wonderful discussion with Dr 
Michal Kaufman, considering ways we could each make 
Shabbat more meaningful.

 Sunday 15 November was Mitzvah Day when we were 
able to deliver about 150 small gift bags to Glen Eira 
Community Information Centre for distribution to some 
of their disadvantaged clients. Mitzvah day for us is a 
year-long program lead by Jo Gubieski, and her team of 
volunteers. This starts with collecting donations such as 
unused toiletries and sample goods. These were then 
packed into the gift bags prior to Mitzvah day.

Sunday 7 December was the culmination of the new 
UJEB’s Bat Mitzvah program, with the graduation of their 
initial 2014 class. NCJWA was one of the organisations 
involved in this program. Our role was to engage and 
inspire these young women for their future as Jewish 
women of the 21st century. NCJWA member, Jewish 
educator and volunteer Frances Prince taught six sessions 
on Jewish female role models (along with UJEB Batmitzvah 

    

   

October is one of our busiest months and last year was no 
different. On Tuesday 7 October we held a Status of Women 
event at Council House co-hosted with the Great Synagogue.  
Please Release Me – The Agunah in Israeli and Civil Law 
was a lecture and discussion with Great Synagogue Rabbi 
in Residence, Rabbi Professor Daniel Sinclair and Advocate 
Deborah Sinclair.

The following Tuesday 14 October there was a kosher morning 
tea at Habitat and Style, where we also viewed art, jewellery 
and met with local sculptors. A percentage of sales from the 
morning was donated to BCNA.

On Sunday 19 October the Northsiders, hosted Kindertransport 
-How, Where and When. This was presented by Janet Merkur 
Vice President of the Kindertransport Association, at the home 
of Robyn Lenn OAM.

Also holding a function was our Progressive Group, on Monday 
20 October, when they hosted a screening of ‘Oma and Bella’ 
(2013 Jewish International Film Festival) and afternoon tea.

Then on Tuesday 21 October there was our major fundraising 
brunch for the benefit of our MUM FOR MUM program. This 
event was organised by MUM FOR MUM co-ordinator Nadene 
Alhadeff and volunteers. Our very interesting speaker was 
psychologist/author Heather Irvine. This was great PR and 
a successful fundraising event.  We are so proud that this 
wonderful program received an award from the Australian 
Psychological Society (NSW) in November at Parliament House 
NSW.

Rounding off a busy eight days, on Sunday 26 October, was 
our major annual Pink Sunday to raise awareness and funds for 
Breast Cancer Network Australia. This year’s keynote address 
was from Professor Allan Spigelman, (Director of Cancer 
Services and Director of Cancer Genetics at St Vincent’s 
Hospital). Activities included an interactive circus for children, a 
magic show, face painting, live music, breakfast and coffee cart 
along with a field of pink ladies. We raised a significant amount 
for BCNA.

On Thursday 13 November we also held a Status of Women 
event with the screening of ‘Gett – The Trial of Viviane 
Amsalem’. This was hosted jointly with the Jewish International 
Film Festival - at Bondi Junction Cinema and was followed by a 
panel discussion. 

Sunday 30 November was Celebrating Israel to mark the 1947 
Partition Plan and Israel’s acceptance of a two state solution. 
A marvellous community event was organised by Dalia Ayalon 
Sinclair who produced a relevant and moving program. The 
highlight was the telling of individual stories of those present 
when the vote took place and the effect it had on their lives. 
These were delivered by Betar Madrichim. Our guest of honour 

New South Wales

News from the Sections

Mum for Mum brunch: L-R Lee Hoffman, Michele Haifer, Beverley Tow, Patricia 
Liling, Victoria Nadel, Sylvia Lenny, Nadene Alhadeff, Heather Irvine-Rundle
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Victoria

Packing Gift bags for Mitzvah Day
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teacher Naomi Chester). The girls explored what defines a 
role model and learnt about both biblical and modern role 
models. 

On Wednesday 10 December we marked Human 
Rights and Founders Day with the movie ‘The Forgotten 
Refugees’, which is about what happened to 900,000 
Jews from Africa and the Middle East after 1945.  Malvina 
Malink OAM also spoke about her personal connection with 
Dr Fanny Reading MBE. This was well attended and a very 
interesting evening.

Our first 2015 event was on Tuesday 27 January, 
International Day of Commemoration of the Victims of the 
Holocaust and the 70th Anniversary of the Liberation of 
Auschwitz. We held a screening of ‘My Name is Richard 
Rozen’.  Richard Rozen and his wife Rysia have been part 
of NCJWA Victoria for many years and we are extremely 
grateful that Richard chose to personally share his story 
with us.  

This year’s Council Shabbat, was celebrated on Friday 
night 28 February at Temple Beth Israel and then the next 
morning at Chabad Glen Eira

On Tuesday 10 February we started our newest program 
series – ‘BrainFood – Talks to Feed Your Mind’. These 
monthly talks are being organised by Debbie Strauch. The 
first topic was My Journey, My Style with Dee Goldberg, 
instagram personality and fashion icon. On Thursday 5 
March we listened to Sarah Edelman’s talk on Dying with 
Dignity: Why end of life choices matter.

Meanwhile on the previous Sunday night 1 March, NCJWA 
was one of the participating organisations in the inaugural 
Argunah Day- Unchain My Heart community event.

In the days leading up to Pesach we will be holding two 
significant events. The first on Sunday 22 March will be 
our annual Inter-generational Interfaith Seder. Then two 
days later on Tuesday 24 March we are holding our Annual 
Autumn brunch when we are fortunate to have as speakers 
Rosie Batty, Australian of the Year 2015 and Fiona 
McCormack CEO of Domestic Violence Victoria.

Wishing everyone a wonderful Pesach

Shirley Glance, President NCJWA Victoria

Contact NCJWA Victoria 
Office hours - 03 9044 5401 or office@ncjwa.org.au

On Sunday 2 November we held a fundraising event for 
Breast Cancer in partnership with Maccabi WA. It was a 
magical and a very successful event with many participants 
dressed in pink and included a bike ride and a Field of 
Silhouettes. Our special guest speaker was Ron Gordon. A 
keen photographer Ron was diagnosed with breast cancer 
in 2010. He shared his story, One Man’s Journey Through 
Breast Cancer, by linking the various stages he went 
through with magnificent photos he had taken. Ron’s story 
was one of hope, healing and inspiration.  Special thanks 
go to Jill Green for her amazing organisation and input, 
making this event such a success.

Sunday 30 November was indeed a special day as we 
celebrated the 85th anniversary of NCJWA in WA.  . It 
was great to have NCJWA President Di Hirsh OAM with 
us as we also recognised our NCJWA Women Achievers 
for 2014. Our three amazing achievers are Alecia Benzie, 
Jackie Jarvis and Lynda Fisher. They captivated our 
audience with their inspirational stories and humor. 
Our State committee and other NCJWA members did 

exceptional work in organising this event. We left the place 
very late, very tired but very happy with the success of the 
evening. This was also a fundraiser for The Haifa University 
Ethiopian Fund.

2015 started for us on Tuesday 27 January, with the 
annual Holocaust Remembrance Day held in partnership 
with UNAAWA. This time we had a ceremony at the 
Holocaust Memorial, in the Perth CBD. Thank you so 
much to Rabbi White who recited the El Male Rachamim 
and to Holocaust survivor Ken Arkwright OAM, for his 
powerful and moving testimony.

During February Shelley London, our Health portfolio chair, 
organised a well attended two session First Aid Course – 
Save a Child

As Bulletin goes to press, on Tuesday 19 March we will 
have the screening of ‘My name is Richard Rozen’ in the 
presence of Richard Rozen OAM and introduction from 
Rysia Rozen OAM. This event will be held in partnership 
with the Holocaust Institute of WA and Carmel High 
School.

Ester Steingiesser 
President – NCJWA WA Section  

Contact NCJWA WA 
Monday and Thursdays 08 9276 8040 or  
esteingiesser@gmail.com

 
Western Australia

NCJWA WA Women Achievers 2014: L to R Jackie Jarvis, Alecia Benzie, 
Lynda Fisher, Di Hirsh OAM



The lead up to Peasch is a busy time for 
women, but an exciting time for children. 
Their curiosity is peaked by all the activity 
and the young ones in particular love 
the attention of being taught to sing 
Mah Nishtanah. If they don’t ask lots of 
questions in advance they are sure to at 
the seder, so having well-written and well 
illustrated Pesach picture books available in 
Australia & in many local libraries is a boon. 

I

n

In The Ten Plagues of Egypt, Shoshana 
Lepon uses rhyming couplets to retell 
the story of the Exodus, of Pharoah, 
Moses and the plagues that God set on 
the Egyptians. The beautiful illustrations 
by Aaron Friedman are colourful and a 
perfect way to capture a child’s attention 
and inspire their imagination so that they 
can feel like they too were slaves in Egypt. 
This fabulous book also has some extra 
interesting facts at the end about the 
plagues as well as discussion questions to 
further yours and your child’s knowledge.   

In Dayenu: or 
How Uncle 
Murray Saved 
the Seder, 
Rosalind Schilder 
tells the story of 
Uncle Murray 
and Aunt Helene 
who decide 
they are tired of 
all the work it 

takes in  lead up to Pesach so decide that 
this year maybe they should skip some. 
They decide if they clan the house but do 
not buy Pesach food than that would be 
enough, only to realise then they would 
have nothing to eat for eight days so they 
decide they need to buy food. At each 
stage of preparation and then the Seder 
they discover that all the steps are needed 
to have a happy and fulfilled Pesach. 

In Going on a Hametz Hunt two kids 
decide to perform Bedikat Chametz by 
hunting for the leftover Chametz. This cute 
board book is filled with rhymes and a 
perfect way to teach your toddler and pre-
schoolers about this fun important step in 
the Pesach preparation. 

In The Littlest Levine, Sandy Lanton and 
Claire Keay tell the story of Hannah who 
as the youngest feels like she misses out 
on things those older than her can do or 
that she requires help to do. Hannah is 
frustrated by being the youngest as each 
festival of the Jewish year passes but her 
grandfather encourages her to be patient. 
Finally Pesach comes around and Hannah 
has her special moment when at the 
appropriate point in the Seder it is the role 
of the youngest to recite Mah Nishtanah.

Pesach is a story-telling festival. We are 
required to tell the story of the exodus from 
Egypt: “Once we were slaves and now we 
are free”. So some good books really come 
in handy. I hope enjoy reading with your 
children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews 
or other assorted young ones. Chag 
Sameach.

Danielle Jones-Resnik is a collector 
of adolescent children’s literature 
and runs classes on inspiring your 
child to read and on Jewish children’s 
literature.

Book Club



The Wise Woman
A woman sensed that she was losing 
her husband’s love. She went to the 
village’s magic sorcerer, who advised 
her about ways of winning back her 
husband’s love.

The magic man told her: if you bring 
me three whiskers from a lion’s 
moustache, I will give you advice.

The woman left, in despair. 
How could she carry out such a 
complicated and dangerous task?

Her strong desire to restore her husband’s love overcame all the obstacles. She 
went off and slaughtered a lamb and sliced it into pieces. She put the pieces in a 
sack, put the sack on her back and went off to the forest. She climbed to the top 
of a high tree and waited. A lion came, and rested at the bottom of the tree. She 
threw the meat onto the ground; the lion ate the meat, and was curious about 
where this mysterious gift came from. The lion looked up, and saw a black face, 
and went up toward it. 

The next day, the lion returned to the same place. The woman climbed partly 
down the tree, and threw another piece of meat. The lion looked up, and went off. 
The next day, he came back to the same spot. The woman climbed further down 
the tree, and threw another cube of meat. The lion ate, looked up, and went off 
again.

The same thing happened again and again, until the seventh day. This time, the 
lion ate its meat straight out of the woman’s hand. Then it quietly fell asleep. The 
woman pulled three whiskers from the lion’s moustache, and ran to the sorcerer 
happily – I bought what you wanted, and so now you must give me advice, she 
cried. The magic man replied: if you were so wise and knew how to capture a 
lion’s heart, you don’t need my advice. You will figure out on your own how to 
restore your husband’s love for you.   

For further information on any of these Events, or Contacts in any other NCJWA  
Sections please look online at www.ncjwa.org.au or phone our National office  
03 9523 0537
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Upcoming Events and Activities

Brisbane

Monday 18 May: Come listen to our speaker from 
the Police Community Youth Council

September Special event: During Seniors week this 
year we will be holding a morning tea to honour our 
long term members, including some who have been 
part of NCJWA for over 50 years!  

Canberra

Sunday 17 May 2015: 60th anniversary celebration 
Cocktail party at the National Jewish Memorial 
Centre.  Interstate NCJWA members are most 
welcome to attend, please RSVP

Gold Coast

May: Education Day Function: Women of Valour – 
IDF Female Warriors

New South Wales 
Thursday 30 April: ‘Brave Miss World’- 
Multi Award Winning Documentary 
about Miss Israel Linor Abargil who was 
abducted, stabbed, and raped aged 
18. Break the Silence. Karen Wills OAM, 
Executive Officer Rape and Domestic 
Violence Services Australia, will speak 
about the work in Australia to support 
those who suffer from sexual assault and 
domestic violence.

Monday 4 May: Library Event, Jewish 
Women at War Facilitators: Rebbetzin Miri 
Gestetner & President Victoria Nadel

Thursday 25 June: NCJWA Jewish 
Women’s Breast Cancer Network Morning 
Tea  
Monday 29 June:  NCJWA NSW AGM 

Thursday 30 July: Transcultural Birthing Kit morning 
Monday 10 August: Monday Library Event 

Victoria 
Wednesday 22 April: Sharing Puglia - Cooking 
Demonstration and Book launch 10:15am

Tuesday 28 April: Brainfood #3 - Writing to Remember 
with Suzy Zail 7:30pm

Tuesday 12 May:  2015 Mina Fink Memorial Lecture- 
From Broadcaster to Bloodhound, My Journey with 
Ramona Koval 7:45pm

Wednesday 27 May: Brainfood #4- The Tainted Trial 
of Farrah Jama with Julie Szego 7:30pm 
Tuesday 11 August: Bridge Day 2015 
Monday 7 September: NCJWA Vic Golf Day

Western Australia 
Sunday 17 May: Mother’s Day Breakfast 

The Project to Collect Stories of Ethiopian 
Origin

Last year, a new project was initiated by the 
University of Haifa to collect and research stories 
told by those of Ethiopian origin to be included in 
The Israel Folktale Archive.  Folktales were one of 
the main art forms for Ethiopian Jews, and are still 
developing since aliyah to Israel.  For storytellers 
folktales had many functions: as a means of passing 
on cultural heritage and instilling educational values; 
providing entertainment at gatherings where women 
could express humor and show female solidarity in 
the world of men; and expressing desires and fears 
that whose expression was otherwise inhibited. 
These functions still exist today in both traditional 
stories and those about immigration and absorption 
into Israeli life.   

By recruiting a cohort of female students of 
Ethiopian origin to collect the stories, the project 
seeks to instill in the students pride in their own 
community heritage, and forge links with the 
community, especially among older women who are 
the chief storytellers. 

This project is supported by NCJWA as part of 
NCJWA Haifa University Ethiopian Women’s’ Fund 
in memory of Dr Geulah Solomon OAM z’l.

Noreen Sher and Anita Shroot (co-chairs)

30TH NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE - SYDNEY
31 MAY - 3 JUNE 2015

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
JEWISH WOMEN OF 

AUSTRALIA

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

• Facing the Reality of Family Violence in 
our Communities

• Larke Riemer, Director of Women's 
Markets at Westpac Banking Corporation.
• Evening - Jewish Australia 2020 Debate

• Future Directions Workshops
• Closing Conference Dinner at Easts with 
Keynote Speaker

The National Conference program highlights:

Full Registration: $350, Day and Half Days available

Address: 111 Queen Street Woollahra NSW 2025
Enquiries: president@ncjwa.org.au or 

enquiries@ncjwa.org.au
(02) 9363 0257

For full program click here
Click here for registration form

MAJOR SPONSOR
Ruby Connection

The Israel Folktale Archives (IFA), 
named in honor of Dov Noy


