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Jewish families raise alarm
over ‘deep and widespread’
anti-Semitism in NSW schools
Jewish families have reported dozens of anti-Semitic
incidents in NSW schools and tertiary institutions,
including children being told to ‘burn in a gas
chamber’.
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Jewish families have raised the alarm over a rise in anti-Semitic
incidents in NSW schools.

Jewish families have raised the alarm over a rise

in anti-Semitic incidents in NSW schools, with one

mother recounting her daughter’s harrowing

experience of being told to “burn in a gas

chamber”.

As most schoolchildren across the state prepare to

return for term 1 next week, the Jewish

community says it is still reeling from last month’s

horrific Bondi terror attack and remains “fearful”

of anti-Semitism in the education sector.

The Sunday Telegraph can reveal the National

Council of Jewish Women Australia (NCJWA) has

received dozens of accounts from Jewish families,

students and teachers detailing their traumatic

experiences in private and government schools, as

well as tertiary institutions.
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The NCJWA reported a surge in correspondence

in the wake of the Bondi terror attacks at the

Chanukah by the Sea event on December 14,

which killed 15 innocent people.

Jewish families say there has been a rise of anti-Semitic incidents in
NSW schools since October 7, 2023. Picture: NewsWire / Damian
Shaw

Those subjected to anti-Semitic attacks said they

had experienced a rise in incidents since the

Hamas terror attacks in southern Israel on

October 7, 2023.

Most responses came from NSW families, while

others were from interstate.

One mother, who shared distressing accounts of

her primary and secondary-aged children’s

experiences at school, said hatred was “deep and

widespread” towards Jewish students.

“My daughter at secondary school was told she

deserves to burn in a gas chamber,” the mother

said.

“When my son was in sixth grade, he was

harassed by a classmate and then by three

classmates being called ‘genocide jid’ and being

followed with cheers for Palestine around the

school.”
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National Council for Jewish Women Australia’s Lynda Ben-Menashe
lays a single flower at the Bondi memorial. Picture: Tom Parrish

In another testimony, a teacher wrote that she

considered leaving her job at a Jewish day school

because she was fearful about “potential terrorist

attacks”.

Meanwhile, a tertiary postgraduate student said

she had “extensively encountered” anti-Semitism

at her Sydney-based university.

“I avoid displaying signs of being Jewish at

university. For example I am subscribed to various

Jewish organisations and am aware that if an

email notification pops up on my Apple Watch I

hide the display in case someone sees it … I feel

unsafe,” she said.

NCJWA president Lynda Ben-Menashe said when

Jewish Australians were targeted, Jewish women

saw their families’ fear first.

“We are not yet beyond this trauma, after the

shock of seeing 15 innocent people slaughtered,

including 10-year-old Matilda. We are still living

with it,” she said.

“Dealing with anti-Semitic hate is still a daily

reality for Jewish Australian children at school

and for Jewish teachers in their school

workplaces. Many do not feel safe.

“The NSW Department of Education’s own rules

about keeping racism and divisive politics out of

schools must be enforced. Those rules exist but

have often been ignored.

“After Bondi there is no excuse for such

negligence.”

Federal Education Minister Jason Clare. Picture: NewsWire / Martin
Ollman

Acting NSW Education Minister Courtney Houssos

said the reports were “deeply disturbing”.

“Anti-Semitism has no place in our schools or

anywhere in our community,” she said.

“Every student and staff member has the right to

feel safe, respected and included at school, and

any behaviour that targets people because of who

they are will not be tolerated.

“We are already working closely with our federal

counterparts on further measures to combat anti-

Semitism in schools, and we know more must be

done.”

Federal Education Minister Jason Clare said: “It

breaks my heart to read these stories.

“Kids aren’t born racist. They are not born anti-

Semitic. They are not born with hate in their

heart. It is something that is learnt,” he said.

“And we know how it ends. The sort of

wickedness it can lead to.

“There’s a lot we need to do to tackle anti-

Semitism and our education system is part of

that.”

He said the federal government was reviewing the

school curriculum to embed an understanding of

the evils of anti-Semitism, and had appointed

David Gonski to chair the anti-Semitism Education

Taskforce.

Mr Clare said he would introduce legislation to

give the university regulator the power to act

when tertiary institutions failed to do so.

A NSW Department of Education spokeswoman

said schools continually strived to be safe,

inclusive places for every student and staff

member.

“We reject all forms of racism and

religious discrimination in our schools,” she said.

“The department has begun collaborating with the

federal government’s Special Envoy to Combat

Anti-Semitism Jillian Segal on a UNESCO training

program for teachers and school leaders to

prevent and counter anti-Semitism.”
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John 4 hours ago

At 67 years of age, THIS is NOT The Australia I grew up in and
love ... thank you to Feckless  Labor, and Ole Three Flags,
himself for the Country that I no longer recognise, and that you
have now gifted us, in so short a time  ... who could EVER have
believed that Australia could devolve to this abominable point,
and so quickly !!!!!! 

 34 Reply 

It is me 3 hours ago

It is sad as you say how quickly we got to this point. Something
needs to change the way Australia is going. I fear that we will
never get back to the way we were

 24 Reply 

kas 3 hours ago

@It is me It actually hasn’t been quick - it’s been a long
slow invasion of our institutions over 20 years or more.
The root of this is the department of education. I think
parents would be completely shocked by the subtle
indoctrination of their children by activists disguised as
teachers. The worst part is that even if you don’t agree
with the department you very quickly discover that jobs
and especially promotion depend on it.
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David 1 hour ago

unfortunately some teachers allow their personal
beliefs to intrude into their teaching. It happened in
my high school years, not often but it happened
and I am now 67.
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Byron 2 hours ago

The culture that enables this starts at the very top with
leadership. If Albanese thinks only the Jewish vote is at risk, he
has miscalculated.
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